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Abstract: This paper aims to explore the development strategies that focus on life skills in the process
of school physical education teaching. By analyzing current teaching practices and research
achievements, the paper proposes the importance of cultivating students' teamwork spirit, emotional
management ability, health awareness, and moral qualities, and explores how to effectively promote the
development of these life skills in physical education teaching. This paper believes that by focusing on
the cultivation of life skills, physical education teaching can better serve the comprehensive
development of students and cultivate more competitive and adaptable future citizens.
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1. Introduction

School physical education teaching has always been regarded as an important way to cultivate
students' physical fitness and health awareness. However, with the increasing demand for
comprehensive quality and lifelong development ability in society, the goals of school physical
education teaching should also be more diversified and comprehensive[1]. In this context, focusing on
the development of life skills has become one of the important tasks in school physical education
teaching.

This paper aims to explore how to focus on the development of life skills in the process of school
physical education teaching, in order to enhance students' comprehensive literacy and practical abilities.
Firstly, we will explore the concept, classification, and importance of life skills in personal
development, in order to clarify the value and significance of life skills in school physical education
teaching. Secondly, we will analyze the current situation and problems of physical education teaching
in schools, revealing the shortcomings and challenges of existing teaching models in cultivating life
skills.

On this basis, this paper will propose a series of strategies that focus on the development of life
skills, covering aspects such as textbook design and curriculum design, teaching methods and means,
teacher training, and professional development. These strategies aim to guide school physical education
teaching to pay more attention to cultivating students' practical skills, problem-solving abilities, and
social adaptability, so as to enable students to better face future challenges and opportunities. Through
in-depth research and exploration of the development strategies that focus on life skills in school
physical education teaching, this paper aims to provide new ideas and methods for educational practice,
and promote innovation and development in school physical education teaching. Meanwhile, this
article will also verify the actual effectiveness of the proposed strategy through case analysis and
evaluation, and provide reference and inspiration for future related research and practice.

2. The importance of life skills in physical education teaching
2.1 Definition and classification of life skills

Life skills refer to various abilities and skills that individuals need in their daily lives, including but
not limited to social skills, communication skills, problem-solving skills, innovation skills, emotional
management skills, etc [2]. These skills cover multiple aspects of personal cognition, emotion, behavior,
etc., and play a crucial role in a person's adaptability and successful development in social life.
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According to different classification criteria, life skills can be divided into multiple categories, such as
basic life skills (such as self-care ability, health management), social communication skills (such as
teamwork, interpersonal communication), emotional management skills (such as emotional regulation,
stress management), problem-solving skills (such as logical thinking, critical thinking), etc. These skills
are intertwined and complement each other, playing an indispensable role in the individual's growth
process.

2.2 The significance of life skills for personal development

The cultivation of life skills is not only to improve individuals' practical operational abilities in life,
but more importantly, to promote their comprehensive development and overall literacy. By learning
and mastering various life skills, individuals can better adapt to the social environment, solve problems
in life, handle interpersonal relationships, and enhance their self-confidence and social adaptability. In
addition, the cultivation of life skills also helps to promote individual mental health and emotional
management abilities. By training in skills such as emotional management and stress regulation,
individuals can better cope with challenges and difficulties, maintain a calm mindset, enhance stress
resistance, and thus improve overall quality of life and happiness.

2.3 The relationship between life skills and physical education teaching

Life skills are closely related to physical education teaching. As an important component of school
education, physical education teaching should not only focus on cultivating students' sports skills, but
also pay attention to cultivating their life skills [3]. Sports activities have diverse characteristics and can
cultivate students' teamwork spirit, leadership, communication skills, and other life skills. By
participating in sports activities, students can exercise their teamwork skills and competitiveness,
cultivate self-discipline, resilience, and perseverance, and improve their problem-solving abilities. At
the same time, sports are also beneficial for promoting the physical and mental health of students,
enhancing their physical fitness, cultivating good habits and health awareness, and laying the
foundation for their future development. Therefore, physical education teaching should incorporate the
cultivation of life skills into teaching objectives and content. By designing diverse physical education
courses and activities, students should be guided to cultivate various life skills in sports, laying a solid
foundation for their comprehensive development and future life.

3. The current situation and problems of the development of physical education teaching in
schools

3.1 Objectives and content of school physical education teaching

The main goal of school physical education teaching is to cultivate students' physical fitness, sports
skills, and health awareness, and promote their comprehensive development [4]. The content of
physical education teaching usually includes various aspects such as skill training for sports projects,
learning of sports theory knowledge, sports competitions, and performances. Through the teaching and
practice of these contents, students can improve their athletic abilities, enhance their physical fitness,
cultivate team spirit and competitive awareness. In addition, school physical education teaching should
also focus on cultivating students' comprehensive literacy and life skills, including but not limited to
social skills, leadership, team cooperation ability, etc. Through physical education teaching, students
can learn to respect others, cooperate for mutual benefit, cultivate resilience, enhance problem-solving
abilities, and lay a solid foundation for future learning and work.

3.2 Problems in existing teaching models

There are currently some problems in school physical education teaching. Firstly, some schools
overly focus on students' sports and competition performance, neglecting the cultivation of their
comprehensive literacy and life skills. The teaching content is single and lacks attention to the
comprehensive development of students, resulting in insufficient cultivation of their abilities in other
aspects. Secondly, existing physical education teaching models often focus too much on imparting
theoretical knowledge and skill training, lacking sufficient practical opportunities and personalized
guidance. Students lack a sense of participation and enthusiasm, and physical education teaching can
easily become a mechanized activity, making it difficult to stimulate their learning interest and
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motivation. In addition, the overall quality and professional level of the teaching staff are also a
problem in school physical education teaching. Some physical education teachers lack the latest
teaching concepts and methods, and their teaching methods are single, unable to meet the diverse
learning needs of students. Lack of professional development opportunities and training has led to
ineffective improvement in the teaching level and service quality of teachers.

In summary, the problems in school physical education teaching mainly focus on the singularity of
teaching objectives, the lack of diversity in teaching content, the rigidity of teaching modes, and the
insufficient teaching staff. In order to better develop school physical education teaching, it is necessary
to conduct in-depth analysis of existing problems and propose corresponding improvement measures
and development strategies to promote the comprehensive development of physical education and the
enhancement of students' comprehensive literacy.

4. Development strategies that focus on life skills
4.1 Textbook design and curriculum design

4.1.1 Introducing content related to life skills

In order to better cultivate students' life skills, textbook design and curriculum design play a crucial
role in physical education teaching. In response to this, teachers need to consider how to integrate more
content related to life skills into physical education teaching. For example, knowledge in health
management, psychological adjustment, social etiquette, and other aspects can be introduced into the
curriculum, allowing students to not only exercise their bodies in sports activities, but more importantly,
acquire these life skills. Through the study of these contents, students can comprehensively develop
themselves, improve their quality of life, and enhance their comprehensive literacy. Therefore,
updating and improving the design of textbooks and curriculum is of great significance for cultivating
students' life skills, which is also an indispensable part of physical education teaching.

4.1.2 Regularly updating textbooks and courses

In order to keep up with social development and changes in student needs, textbooks and courses
should be regularly updated and improved. This requires the introduction of the latest scientific
knowledge, health concepts, and social hotspots to make the teaching content more closely related to
the real life of students and stimulate their interest in learning. With the continuous progress of
technology and the rapid changes in society, students are facing different challenges and opportunities.
Therefore, textbooks and courses need to reflect these changes in a timely manner to ensure that
students can acquire the latest knowledge and skills. The updates of textbooks and courses should also
be adjusted and optimized based on student feedback and actual situations. Through communication
and feedback with students, teachers can understand their learning needs and interests, and adjust the
curriculum accordingly. This approach not only enhances student engagement and learning motivation,
but also ensures maximum teaching effectiveness. In addition, the updating of textbooks and courses
also needs to take into account the characteristics and needs of students of different age groups.
Students of different grades may have differences in life skills, so the design of textbooks and courses
should be adaptable. For example, in primary school, emphasis can be placed on developing basic
motor skills and teamwork abilities; In high school, education in areas such as health management,
stress management, and leadership skills can be strengthened.

In order to cultivate students' life skills, textbooks and courses should be regularly updated and
introduce the latest knowledge and hot topics. At the same time, adjustments and optimizations are
made based on student feedback and actual situations to ensure maximum teaching effectiveness. Only
continuously updated and up-to-date textbooks and curriculum can better meet the needs of students
and promote their comprehensive development in life skills.

4.2 Teaching methods and means

4.2.1 The importance of practical teaching

The cultivation of life skills cannot be separated from practical teaching. In physical education
teaching, it is very important to focus on practical operations, because through practical experience,
students can better master and apply life skills [5]. To this end, teachers can take a series of measures to
ensure that students improve their practical skills and problem-solving abilities by participating in
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practical activities. Schools can organize life skills training courses to allow students to participate in
real-life scenarios, such as shopping, cooking, and financial management. Through this course design,
students can personally experience and apply the life skills they have learned, thereby improving their
practical operational abilities. For example, in shopping training, students can learn how to choose
products, compare prices, understand product labels, etc. These are essential skills in daily life.

Teachers can design a series of problem-solving tasks to help students exercise their
problem-solving abilities in practice [6]. This type of task can be a team collaboration project or an
individual challenge. By solving practical problems, students need to engage in hands-on practice,
thinking, and collaboration to cultivate problem-solving skills and innovative thinking. For example,
students can organize a community cleaning action where they need to collaborate to arrange time,
divide tasks, and solve potential problems such as garbage sorting and road cleaning. In addition,
teachers can also encourage students to participate in social practice activities and apply the life skills
they have learned to the real social environment. By participating in volunteer activities, community
services, etc., students can gain a deeper understanding of social needs, exercise practical skills, and
cultivate qualities of caring for others and actively participating. In order to cultivate students' life skills,
physical education teaching should focus on practical operations. By organizing life skills training
courses, designing problem-solving tasks, and participating in social practice activities, students can
enhance their practical operation and problem-solving abilities through practical experience and
application. This practical teaching method can not only enhance students' learning motivation, but also
make them more confident and independent in daily life.

4.2.2 Exploratory and collaborative learning

In addition to traditional teaching methods, the introduction of exploratory learning and cooperative
learning is also crucial for the development of students. By allowing students to explore and solve
problems independently, they can cultivate their innovative spirit and problem-solving ability. This
learning method stimulates students' initiative and desire for exploration, allowing them to discover
problems and explore solutions in practice, thereby cultivating the ability to think independently and
solve problems. For example, open-ended questions can be designed to encourage students to think and
explore independently, guiding them to understand and apply knowledge through practice, thereby
deepening their understanding of the learning content. Meanwhile, cooperative learning is also a very
important teaching method. Encouraging students to communicate and cooperate with each other can
promote their learning and growth. In cooperative learning, students can not only solve problems
together and exchange ideas, but also learn to listen, respect the opinions of others, and cultivate a spirit
of teamwork. In cooperative learning, students can motivate and help each other to complete tasks and
projects together, thereby improving the overall learning effect. For example, group projects can be
organized for students to work together, divide tasks and collaborate to complete tasks. Through
collaborative learning, team cohesion and collaboration abilities can be improved.

In short, introducing exploratory learning and cooperative learning can enrich teaching methods and
promote the comprehensive development of students. By allowing students to explore and solve
problems independently, cultivating innovative spirit and independent thinking ability; By encouraging
students to communicate and cooperate with each other, it promotes teamwork spirit and learning
effectiveness. This teaching method not only enhances students' learning enthusiasm and initiative, but
also cultivates students with more creativity and teamwork abilities.

4.3 Teacher training and professional development

4.3.1 Training teachers on life skills teaching ability

In order to better promote the development of life skills, it is necessary to provide specialized
training for teachers to enhance their ability to teach life skills. This training aims to provide teachers
with more comprehensive and in-depth knowledge of life skills, enabling them to apply various
teaching methods and strategies more flexibly. The training content should include but not be limited to
updating life skills knowledge, exploring teaching methods, and analyzing case studies. Such training
will help teachers better guide students and promote the cultivation and development of their life skills.

4.3.2 Provide professional development opportunities and resource support

In addition to training, opportunities and resource support for teacher professional development
should also be provided. For example, special seminars and academic exchange activities can be
organized to allow teachers and peers to share experiences, exchange ideas, and jointly explore the best
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practices in life skills teaching. At the same time, schools should also provide necessary teaching
resources and support for teachers to ensure that they can effectively carry out life skills teaching work.
Therefore, by introducing content related to life skills, emphasizing practical teaching, promoting
exploratory and cooperative learning, and strengthening teacher training and professional development,
we can better promote the development of life skills in school physical education teaching, enhance
students' comprehensive literacy and quality of life. These development strategies will help cultivate
students' comprehensive abilities and lay a solid foundation for their future growth and development.

5. Conclusion

The development strategy of emphasizing life skills in school physical education teaching is crucial.
By cultivating students' life skills, physical education teaching can not only improve their physical
fitness, but also promote their comprehensive development and lifelong benefits. Physical education
teaching should focus on cultivating students' teamwork spirit and leadership ability. Teamwork is an
essential skill in social life, and sports often provide many opportunities to exercise teamwork. Through
group projects and collective training, students can learn skills such as listening to others, coordinating
and cooperating, and dividing tasks, which are essential skills for their future life and work. Physical
education teaching should focus on cultivating students' emotional management and stress regulation
abilities. In sports, students not only need to master specific skills, but also need to learn to face
challenges, manage emotions, and regulate stress. This ability to manage emotions and regulate stress
is crucial for the future development of students, as they will face various challenges and pressures in
different environments. Physical education teaching should also focus on cultivating students' health
awareness and self-protection ability. Through physical education courses, students can understand the
benefits of exercise for health, cultivate good exercise habits, and learn self-protection and first aid
knowledge. These skills and awareness can help them better protect themselves, prevent accidents from
happening, and thus improve their quality of life. In addition, physical education teaching should focus
on cultivating students' moral qualities and values. The spirit of fair competition, respect for others, and
adherence to rules in sports can help students establish correct moral concepts and positive attitudes
towards life. These qualities and values have a profound impact on the development of students
throughout their entire lives.

The development process of school physical education teaching should focus on comprehensive and
systematic strategies for cultivating life skills, aiming to cultivate students' teamwork spirit, emotional
management ability, health awareness, and moral qualities, so that they can be more successful and
happy in future life and work. This is also the fundamental purpose and significance of physical
education.

References

[1] Ji X B, Cheng C Y, Xu J H. Paying Attention to Life Skills: A New Way for the Development of
School Physical Education [J]. Journal of Shandong Sport University, 2022, (6):74-81.

[2] Xia Y. Analysis on the Current Situation of College Students’ Life Skill Literacy [J]. Journal of
Mudanjiang University, 2023, (11):62-70.

[3] Sun Y M, Shan J W. Practical Significance and Implementation Strategy of College Students’ Sports
Life under the Background of Healthy China [J]. Sport Science and Technology, 2023, (3):114-115.

[4] Ma L, Zhao X Q. On Teaching Objectives of School Physical Education since Reform and
Opening-up [J]. Journal of Huangshan University, 2010, (5):108-110.

[5] Liu Y, Miao Y K. The Necessity of Strengthening Escape Skills in Our School Sports Education [J].
Journal of Anhui Normal University (Natural Science), 2011, (6):589-591

[6] Zhang J J. International Life Skills Education: Practice and Enlightens [J]. Industrial Technology
and Vocational Education, 2020, (3):22-26.

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK
-65-



	Zenghui Ding*

