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Abstract: With the acceleration of globalization, English translation has become an increasingly
crucial tool for promoting cultural exchange. However, mere language proficiency is no longer
sufficient to meet the demands of the field. This paper explores the significance and approaches of
incorporating ideological and political education into English translation major courses. It analyzes
the theoretical foundation and relevance of this integration, emphasizing the importance of nurturing a
sense of responsibility, enhancing cultural confidence, and fostering innovation. The paper discusses
avenues such as curriculum design, teaching methods, and textbook selection to achieve this
integration. Ultimately, it underscores the value of this fusion in cultivating well-rounded translation
professionals and promoting international cultural exchange. Such integration holds the promise of
making a positive contribution to cross-cultural communication.
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1. Introduction

In today's era of globalization, translation serves as a bridge, playing a significant role in connecting
different cultures and facilitating communication. However, English translation education faces the
challenge of how to cultivate translation professionals who possess outstanding translation skills as
well as social responsibility and humanistic qualities. Concurrently, political and ideological education
in universities plays a crucial role in fostering students' correct worldviews, values, and outlook on life.
By organically combining ideological and political content with English translation education, it is
possible to nurture more comprehensive and profound professionals in the field, contributing to mutual
understanding and cooperation in the world. Currently, English translation teaching has already
incorporated cultivating students' international perspectives as a vital aspect of its curriculum. Within
the context of ideological and political education, many students still struggle with issues related to
self-awareness and the absence of ideal beliefs. They tend to link their self-worth to their grades,
appearance, abilities, and so forth, often leading to self-doubt in the face of setbacks. In the process of
English translation teaching, educators should not only promote outstanding culture but also
continuously integrate ideological and political elements, thereby effectively promoting students'
psychological well-being and unleashing their potential and values, truly implanting ideological and
political education in students' hearts.

2. Integration of Ideological and Political Education with English Translation Major Courses
2.1 Theoretical Foundation

Ideological and political education, as the fundamental task of cultivating well-rounded socialist
builders and successors with moral, intellectual, physical, aesthetic, and labor qualities, provides a solid
theoretical foundation for the educational goals of the English translation major. Translation involves
not only language conversion but also cultural transmission, encompassing ethical and moral
perspectives, and social responsibilities.!! The core values and socialist notions emphasized in
ideological and political education align closely with translation ethics and social responsibilities. They
can guide students to develop a stronger sense of social mission and responsibility in their translation
practices. The integration of ideological and political education into English translation teaching helps
cultivate students' international perspectives and promotes their psychological well-being in higher

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK
-142-



Frontiers in Educational Research

ISSN 2522-6398 Vol. 6, Issue 27: 142-148, DOI: 10.25236/FER.2023.062724

education. Furthermore, during the learning process, students can gain a more comprehensive
awareness of the importance of enhancing their language analysis skills.

2.2 Discussion of Relevance

Ideological and political education and English translation major courses are not isolated entities
but share profound relevance. Translation requires not only proficient language skills but also
intercultural communication competence and interdisciplinary qualities. The core socialist values and
humanistic concerns emphasized in ideological and political education can influence and guide
students' choices and judgments in translation practice.’! The content of ideological and political
education can serve as guidance for students in considering translation ethics and respecting diverse
cultures, enabling them to better represent themselves in cross-cultural environments. The integration
of ideological and political education into English translation teaching fosters students' international
perspectives and promotes their psychological well-being in higher education. Additionally, during the
learning process, students can gain a more comprehensive awareness of the importance of enhancing
their language analysis skills.[]

3. The Significance of Incorporating Ideological and Political Content
3.1 Cultivating a Sense of Social Responsibility

The transmission and communication of information not only connect different cultures and
countries but also have profound societal impacts. In this context, translation professionals need more
than just solid language skills and expertise; they also require a high degree of social responsibility to
ensure accurate information conveyance and positive societal influence. In practical translation,
students need to focus not only on the correct transmission of language but also on the potential
societal and cultural implications of the conveyed information. The integration of ideological and
political content into teaching provides students with a broader perspective, enabling them to approach
translation activities from ethical and social responsibility standpoints. This kind of education helps
students recognize their societal roles, guiding them to thoughtfully consider the accuracy, objectivity,
and potential societal impacts of the information they convey during translation. Integrating ideological
and political content into translation teaching can inspire students' awareness of and commitment to
social responsibility. Students will come to understand that their work is not just a profession but also
a mission to convey information and promote cultural exchange in society. They will realize that
information transmission is not merely a technical activity but also an act of responsibility towards
society and others. This sense of responsibility will lead them to prioritize the accuracy, objectivity, and
fairness of information in their translation practice, avoiding the spread of misinformation and negative
societal effects. Additionally, the integration of ideological and political education can cultivate
students' professionalism. Students will gradually recognize that, as intermediaries in information
transmission, their efforts and meticulous attention in translation are geared toward ensuring the quality
of information conveyance. This professionalism goes beyond technical aspects and extends to respect
and responsibility toward society and others.”!

3.2 Enhancing Cultural Confidence

In cross-cultural communication, translation professionals need to not only master multiple
languages but also gain an in-depth understanding of various cultures to ensure accurate information
transmission and effective cultural dissemination. In this process, enhancing cultural confidence
becomes an essential quality for translation professionals. The integration of ideological and political
content into education can effectively promote the development of students' cultural confidence. Firstly,
the integration of ideological and political education helps students gain a deeper understanding and
recognition of their own national culture. Through studying aspects such as national history, values, and
social systems, students can better grasp the characteristics and essence of their own culture. This
profound cultural awareness allows students to confidently showcase and convey their cultural
uniqueness in cross-cultural communication. Secondly, the integration of ideological and political
content encourages students to pay more attention to maintaining a cultural balance during translation.
While transmitting their own culture is important, transmitting the culture of other countries is equally
significant.®! Through guidance from ideological and political education, students will realize the
importance of avoiding bias and stereotypes in translation, respecting and conveying the cultures of
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other countries, and thus reducing cultural misunderstandings to promote understanding and integration
between different cultures. Additionally, the integration of ideological and political education can
inspire students to confidently convey information in cross-cultural communication. Confidence is a
vital prerequisite for effective cross-cultural communication. Through ideological and political
education, students can gain a better understanding of their own knowledge and abilities, leading to
greater self-assurance in their translation practice. This self-confidence not only enhances their
competitiveness in the professional field but also contributes positively to the success of cross-cultural
communication.

3.3 Fostering Innovative Capabilities

As globalization continues to deepen, translation professionals need to possess innovative thinking
to adapt to increasingly diverse and complex translation demands. The emphasis on innovation
consciousness and interdisciplinary thinking in ideological and political education provides valuable
guidance for fostering students' innovative capabilities in translation practice. In courses that
incorporate ideological and political content, students are exposed to ideas and perspectives from
various disciplinary fields, which helps expand their cognitive boundaries. The integration of
interdisciplinary knowledge can stimulate students' innovative thinking, encouraging them to approach
problems from multiple angles and avoid falling into traditional thinking patterns. For example, when
encountering vocabulary or concepts that are challenging to convey accurately, students can utilize
interdisciplinary knowledge to find analogies and metaphors, creatively conveying information. On the
other hand, the integration of ideological and political content can also play a role in translation
practice. Students can better understand the importance of innovation for societal development through
ideological and political education, encouraging them to explore new methods and approaches in
translation. For example, when translating texts in fields like technology or science, students can apply
innovative thinking to find more accurate and easily understandable ways to convey information,
meeting the needs of readers. Moreover, the integration of ideological and political content also helps
cultivate students' critical thinking. By guiding students to conduct in-depth analyses of societal
phenomena and issues, ideological and political education enhances their ability to examine problems
from multiple perspectives. In translation practice, students can apply this critical thinking to conduct
thorough analyses of the source text, better conveying the author's intent.

3.4 Promoting Social Progress

Regarding the cultivation of socially responsible English translation professionals, ideological and
political education plays a crucial role in establishing ethical standards for information conveyance and
promoting the healthy development of the translation industry. Moreover, this kind of education
contributes to building a more harmonious and stable multicultural communication environment,
fostering international understanding and friendly relations. Firstly, cultivating socially responsible
translation professionals can serve as exemplars for ethical information conveyance. In the era of
globalization, information spreads rapidly, and as bridges in information transmission, translators must
adhere to cthical standards. The integration of ideological and political education can guide students to
prioritize the accuracy, fairness, and objectivity of information, preventing the dissemination of false
information. The cultivation of socially responsible translation professionals not only sets a good moral
example for the translation industry but also improves the quality of information transmission and
upholds social order. Secondly, the integration of ideological and political content promotes the healthy
development of the English translation industry. With the rapid development of the information age, the
role of the translation industry has become increasingly important. Through ideological and political
education, students will have a heightened awareness of their social responsibility as translation
professionals, thereby emphasizing the improvement of their professional competence and overall
capabilities. This will drive the translation industry toward greater professionalism and standardization,
providing strong support for its long-term development. Furthermore, the cultivation of translation
professionals with an ideological and political education background contributes to building a
harmonious and stable multicultural communication environment in society. These professionals
possess not only intercultural communication abilities but also a deep understanding of ethical and
social responsibility in cross-cultural exchanges. They can facilitate communication and understanding
between different cultures, reducing cultural conflicts and misunderstandings, thus laying the
foundation for international cooperation and friendly relations.
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4. Approaches to Incorporating Ideological and Political Education Content
4.1 Curriculum Design

By carefully planning the curriculum, integrating ideological and political education with
specialized knowledge can provide students with a richer and more comprehensive learning experience.
In this process, it is essential not only to define the goals and content of ideological and political
education but also to explore how to organically integrate ideological and political education elements
into translation program courses to achieve better educational outcomes.

Firstly, the development of the course outline is the starting point for integrating ideological and
political content. Clearly specifying the objectives of incorporating ideological and political education,
such as fostering students' sense of social responsibility and enhancing their cultural confidence, will
provide clear guidance for the entire course design, ensuring that ideological and political education
content permeates the entire learning process.

Secondly, specialized modules can be introduced into the curriculum to cover ideological and
political education content. For example, specific topics related to translation ethics and social
responsibility can be addressed separately, guiding students to delve into these issues. Such module
placements help concentrate ideological and political education content, enabling students to
consciously apply ideological and political principles to practical translation practices.

Moreover, a more challenging approach is to thread ideological and political education elements
throughout different stages of the course content. For instance, during case analyses in translation
practice, students can be guided to analyze and resolve problems from ethical and social responsibility
perspectives. This method helps cultivate students' moral judgment and social awareness in practical
problem-solving, enabling them to better grasp ethical boundaries in translation practice. Under the
ideological and political concept of the curriculum, teachers should pay continuous attention to the
English translation teaching process, ensuring the smoothness and scientific nature of the entire
teaching process through teacher-student interactions. Teachers should adopt differentiated teaching
measures in different teaching periods, focusing on skill development in the early stages of teaching
and requiring students to master relevant translation techniques. In subsequent translation activities,
teachers should emphasize the cultivation of students' cultural perspectives and holistic views.

4.2 Teaching Methods

By selecting appropriate teaching methods, students can be better guided to engage in deep thinking
and discussion on ideological and political education content, fostering their ethical and moral
consciousness, as well as their ability to integrate these values into translation practices.

Firstly, an effective teaching method is case analysis. Introducing real-life cases involving ethical
and social responsibility issues allows students to consider how to handle moral and ethical dilemmas
in translation practice. Case analysis not only aids students in gaining a deeper understanding of
ideological and political education content but also develops their analytical and judgment skills.

Secondly, group discussions are another method to promote the integration of ideological and
political education with translation education. By organizing group discussions, students can share their
perspectives and thoughts from different angles, promoting intellectual exchange and collision. This
not only enhances students' critical thinking but also encourages them to think about translation issues
from ethical and social responsibility perspectives.

Furthermore, role-playing is a vivid teaching method. By having students assume different roles and
participate in simulated translation practices, they can tangibly experience the impact of ideological and
political education on the translation process. This firsthand experience helps students better
comprehend the complexity of ethical and moral issues and fosters their ability to address these issues
in practical contexts.

Lastly, demonstrating the guidance role of ideological and political education through real-world
cases is a practical approach. By analyzing actual cases, students can see how ideological and political
education principles are applied in real translation processes, allowing them to transform abstract
ideological and political education content into concrete actions.

Simultaneously, teachers should actively innovate English translation teaching methods, such as
using a blended approach of online and offline teaching and employing various teaching modalities like
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multimedia and microlearning. Currently, diverse online MOOC platforms provide robust support for
English translation education. Teachers can integrate these resources and organize teaching in modular
formats. Traditional English translation teaching often relies heavily on teacher-led instruction, and
students in traditional teaching settings may passively receive knowledge, resulting in reduced
enthusiasm for learning. Teachers should combine the innovation of English translation teaching
methods with ideological and political elements. For instance, showing videos related to Chinese
culture during class can effectively stimulate students' learning enthusiasm.

4.3 Textbook Selection

In the process of English translation teaching, the choice of textbooks is crucial. Scientific
textbooks not only facilitate teaching but also enhance students' cultural communication awareness and
English proficiency, improving their overall cultural literacy. English textbooks often contain rich
Western cultural expressions and background knowledge. When integrating ideological and political
education with translation teaching, the educational content inherent in the textbooks becomes evident.

During lesson planning, teachers should dig deeper beyond the surface knowledge of textbooks,
incorporating values into the curriculum to enhance students' cultural confidence. Based on the cultural
differences and value connotations in the text, teachers should integrate ideological and political
education content, showcasing excellent Chinese traditional culture and socialist core values. Taking
COVID-19 news reports as an example, teachers can combine translation theory with the scientific
spirit and noble qualities of healthcare workers mentioned in news reports to help students gain a
deeper understanding of the connotations of socialist core values. This fosters a sense of national pride
and social responsibility in students, achieving a dual harvest of professional knowledge and
ideological education.

Textbook selection should not only provide a foundation for student learning but also serve as a
bridge between ideological and political education and translation practice. Therefore, choosing
appropriate textbooks, especially those covering ethical, social responsibility, and cultural exchange
topics, is of paramount importance.

Firstly, textbooks should include cases and texts related to translation practice. These cases can be
from real-life situations, historical events, or literary works. Studying these cases helps students gain a
deeper understanding of how ethics and social responsibility are applied in translation practice. For
example, by analyzing a translation case involving sensitive topics, students can contemplate how to
balance freedom of speech and social responsibility in such situations.

Secondly, selecting textbooks that encompass multicultural communication is essential for
developing students' cross-cultural sensitivity. These textbooks can involve interactions and clashes
between different cultures, prompting students to think about cultural differences. By studying these
materials, students can better comprehend the challenges and opportunities in cross-cultural
communication and how to effectively convey cultural information in translation practice.

Moreover, introducing theoretical texts related to ethics, social responsibility, and cultural exchange
is an important way to select textbooks. These texts can be classic works from fields such as philosophy,
ethics, and sociology, helping students understand the value of ideological and political content in
translation practice from a theoretical perspective. By studying these theoretical texts, students can
recognize the importance of ideological and political education for the comprehensive development of
translation professionals.

Lastly, textbook selection should cater to diversity to meet the needs and interests of different
students. By choosing a wide range of textbooks, especially those covering ethical, social responsibility,
and cultural exchange content, teachers can stimulate students' interest in learning and enhance their
focus on ideological and political content.

4.4 Interdisciplinary Collaboration

Cross-disciplinary integration with other fields can broaden students' perspectives and provide a
more comprehensive learning experience, deepening their understanding of ethical, social responsibility,
and other related issues. Collaboration with philosophy, sociology, and other relevant disciplines can
yield valuable insights in translation programs.

Taking philosophy as an example, in-depth exploration of ethical and moral issues can guide
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students to think more sensitively about ethical choices and standards in translation practice. By
studying relevant theories in ethics, students can understand how different ethical perspectives
influence translation decisions, developing the ability to make ethical judgments in complex situations.

Similarly, collaboration with sociology offers students a unique perspective. Sociology focuses on
social phenomena and structures, and by learning sociological concepts, students can better
comprehend the complexities of translation behaviors. For example, through sociological analytical
methods, students can explore how translation is influenced by social structure, power relations, and
cultural concepts. Interdisciplinary cooperation can also be achieved by offering interdisciplinary
seminars and inviting experts from different fields to hold lectures. These forms of cooperation can
provide opportunities for students to interact with experts in different disciplines and promote the
exchange and collision of knowledge in different fields, thus enriching students' academic experience.

4.5 Practical Activities

Through engaging in practical activities, students can more intuitively perceive the value of
ideological and political education, transforming abstract concepts into concrete actions, thereby
nurturing translation professionals with a stronger sense of social responsibility. Firstly, visiting social
institutions is a common form of practical activity. By visiting international organizations, media
institutions, and cross-cultural exchange organizations, students can gain a deeper understanding of the
roles these institutions play in promoting international exchange, disseminating culture, and fostering
cooperation. This not only helps students deepen their understanding of international affairs but also
inspires them to actively participate in cross-cultural exchanges.

Secondly, participating in social welfare activities is also an effective way to practice ideological
and political education. Through volunteering and community activities, students can profoundly
experience the value of contributing to society and develop an awareness of actively engaging in social
affairs. This practical experience not only enriches students' social experiences but also helps them feel
the social responsibility they should bear as translation professionals.

In addition, organizing students to participate in international cultural exchange activities is also a
significant method for practicing ideological and political education. For example, arranging for
students to participate in international conferences, cultural exchange events, and the like allows them
to experience the guiding role of ideological and political content in real cross-cultural environments.
Through interactions with individuals from different cultural backgrounds, students can better
understand cultural differences, thereby accurately conveying cultural information in translation
practice. Through these practical activities, students can not only transform the principles of ideological
and political education into actions but also gain a deep understanding of the value of ideological and
political content in translation practice through actual experiences. These activities enrich students'
practical experiences, deepen their awareness and understanding of social responsibility, and motivate
them to actively promote culture and uphold social responsibility in their future translation work,
making positive contributions to international exchange and cooperation.

5. Conclusion

In the context of today's globalization, professionals in English translation not only require solid
language skills but also profound humanistic qualities and a sense of social responsibility. This article
has explored the significance and approaches of integrating ideological and political education content
into translation courses. By cultivating social responsibility, enhancing cultural confidence, nurturing
innovative abilities, and other methods, the incorporation of ideological and political content into
translation courses can provide stronger support for students' comprehensive development and
professional competence. This fusion not only makes students excellent translators but also enables
them to build bridges of communication between different cultures, actively participate in society, and
contribute to international exchange and cooperation. At the same time, the deep integration of
ideological and political education with English translation teaching in universities is of great
significance for fulfilling the fundamental mission of cultivating students' moral character and
improving their ideological and political literacy. Teachers should take on the responsibility of
ideological and political education for students during translation teaching, tap into ideological and
political resources in translation teaching, explore new methods for knowledge and skill learning,
construct a curriculum education system, fully leverage the educational function of translation teaching,
and cultivate high-quality, versatile talents for society. Therefore, organically integrating ideological
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and political education content into English translation courses is of significant and far-reaching
importance for cultivating translation professionals with noble sentiments and professional qualities,
promoting social progress and harmony.
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