Frontiers in Art Research
ISSN 2618-1568 Vol. 5, Issue 5: 66-72, DOI: 10.25236/FAR.2023.050512

Exploring the Innovation of Calligraphy Art in
Animation in the Context of Globalisation—Based on
Semiotics

Yang Huagi', Li Meng?

!Hefei Information Technology University, Hefei, China
2Beijing New Oriental Foreign Language School at Yangzhou, Yangzhou, China

Abstract: With the trend of globalization, the integration of Chinese culture and contemporary
animation presents vast opportunities for development. Incorporating calligraphy art into animation
not only carries forward traditional cultural heritage but also explores new frontiers in the domain of
contemporary animation. This paper seeks to examine representative cases from domestic and foreign
sources, with a particular focus on the expression, function, and significance of calligraphy in
animation. Innovative methods in calligraphy art within the realm of animation are summarized, and a
comprehensive overview and outlook for the application of calligraphy art in animation are provided.
The aim of this study is to offer inspiration and guidance for researchers in related fields.
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1. Introduction

Chinese animation has thrived over the years, drawing upon a variety of traditional art forms
including shadow play, puppetry, hand shadows, and paper-cutting. These art forms have played a
significant role in shaping the aesthetic style of Chinese animation, which is both diverse and
distinctive. In recent years, Chinese animation has achieved remarkable success, with many of its
works deeply influenced by China's rich cultural heritage. From the intricately designed characters to
the complex plotlines, Chinese animators use their art to express and explore the ideals of truth,
goodness, and beauty.

The development of Chinese animation not only reflects the inheritance and innovation of Chinese
culture, but also demonstrates China's creativity and openness to new ideas. By drawing upon
traditional art forms and integrating new technologies and styles, Chinese animators have created a
unique and thriving industry that continues to captivate audiences both domestically and
internationally.

2. Semiotic theory

With the advent of the trend of "pan-art" and the development of new media technology, artistic
forms have become increasingly diversified, complex, and cross-disciplinary. This poses a challenge
for both artists and critics, who must navigate the dialectical relationship between art and non-art,
sensibility and rationality, and the individual and culture. In this regard, semiotics provides a powerful
analytical tool for understanding the influence of different types, styles, genres, times, and regions on
artistic expression and reception.

2.1. Basic concepts of semiotics

Semiotics is the study of signs, meanings, symbols, and communication in the humanities,
encompassing all systems of signs involving linguistic, cultural, social, and psychological aspects. With
its long and rich history and development in the study of art, semiotics has demonstrated a profound
insight into the creation and interpretation of art, from the linguistics of Saussure to the literary theories
of Russian formalism and the Prague School, from the film semiotics of Metz and Deleuze to the music
semiotics of Tarasti, and from the cultural criticism of Barthes and Eco to the symbolic philosophy of
Cassir and Lange. Semiotics is an interdisciplinary field that intersects with various disciplines, such as
linguistics, psychology, sociology, anthropology, philosophy, and cultural studies. This interdisciplinary
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approach allows for a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the complex relationship
between art and culture.

Semiotics can be applied to literature to analyze the relationship between form and content, the role
of narrative structure, and the interpretation of themes and motifs. In film, semiotics can be used to
analyze the use of montage, editing, sound, and camera movement, as well as the interpretation of
genre and style. In music, semiotics can be used to analyze the structure of musical symbols, the role of
tonality and harmony, and the interpretation of musical meaning. In visual art, semiotics can be used to
analyze the use of color, line, shape, and form, as well as the interpretation of artistic intention and
cultural context.

2.2. The relationship between semiotics and the elements of art

One important application of semiotics is in the analysis of symbols in works of art. From a
semiotic perspective, symbols are not merely arbitrary signs but are instead imbued with cultural and
historical meanings that shape their interpretation and significance. Calligraphy is an art form that is
particularly amenable to semiotic analysis. In calligraphy, the artist not only reproduces the form of
Chinese characters but also explores and expresses their connotations. The techniques of brushwork,
ink, structure, and chapter used in calligraphy can all be seen as symbols that convey the message that
the artist wants to express. From a semiotic perspective, there is a close connection between calligraphy
and semiotics.!"!

3. Cultural Symbols and Calligraphic Elements in Animation

Both calligraphic art and graphic animation design are art forms that are composed of points, lines,
and surfaces. The art of calligraphy takes contrast, balance, rhythm, and rhyme as its main rules of
formal beauty. In a work of calligraphy, the calligrapher embodies the rules of formal beauty through
the interplay of dots and lines, and the cutting and composition of blank spaces. Similarly, a
well-designed graphic animation work should also achieve a harmony and unity of symmetry and
balance, rthythm, and rhyme.

3.1. Application of Calligraphy in Animation Design

Incorporating calligraphic script, brush strokes, and layout to the background or decoration of an
animation can create a unique atmosphere ranging from classical and elegant to lively and humorous.
For example, the 1960 Shanghai Fine Arts Film Studio production Tadpoles Find Their Mother adopts
the style of ink painting, featuring calligraphic subtitles with carefully designed font size, thickness,
and color. These subtitles not only enhance the audience's understanding of the plot but also elevate the
artistic impact of the entire animation.

3.2. Integration of Calligraphy and Chinese Culture in Animation

The music used in the animation incorporates traditional Chinese elements, further emphasizing its
distinctive cultural identity. This meticulous attention to detail creates a deeper connection between
animation and Chinese culture, showcasing the rich artistic traditions that have evolved over centuries.
As a result, the animation becomes a powerful representation of Chinese culture, captivating and
educating audiences both domestically and abroad.

3.3. Presentation of Calligraphy in Animation

At times, calligraphy is presented as a separate art form within the animation, enabling viewers to
appreciate its beauty and significance. This approach demands careful attention to the visual and
aesthetic qualities of calligraphy, as well as its historical and cultural significance. For instance,
calligraphy may be presented as a series of dynamic and evolving strokes, each conveying a particular
emotion or idea. The sound effects and music may be meticulously crafted to align with the changes in
the calligraphy, creating a compelling and immersive experience for the viewer.

3.4. Integration of Calligraphy and Storyline in Animation
Calligraphy can be more closely integrated with the storyline of the animation, serving as an

essential means of driving the plot forward or expressing thematic ideas. In The Book of Heaven, for
instance, calligraphy is used to express the magical power of the Book of Heaven and the changing

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK
-67-



Frontiers in Art Research

ISSN 2618-1568 Vol. 5, Issue 5: 66-72, DOI: 10.25236/FAR.2023.050512

emotions of the characters. The dynamic changes in the calligraphy and accompanying sound effects
help create a sense of movement and energy, reflecting the transformative power of the Book of
Heaven itself. The calligraphy also serves as a visual representation of the characters' emotional states,
conveying a sense of tension, excitement, or mystery as the story unfolds. 2

The integration of calligraphy with graphic animation design not only creates unique artistic works
but also showcases the rich cultural heritage of Chinese calligraphy. By paying careful attention to the
visual and aesthetic qualities of calligraphy and its integration with music and storyline, calligraphy has
become a crucial element in creating powerful and immersive animation experiences.

4. Combining calligraphy with technology
4.1. Calligraphy in Computer Science

The integration of calligraphy with technology has ushered in new possibilities for calligraphy art
and has also significantly impacted the field of computer science. For instance, computer graphics and
digital media necessitate the development of innovative algorithms and software tools for incorporating
calligraphy. Researchers in computer science are exploring the use of artificial intelligence and
machine learning to simulate the dynamic strokes of calligraphy and generate new digital calligraphy
artwork. They are also devising novel techniques for rendering and displaying calligraphy in virtual and
augmented reality environments.

4.2. Calligraphy in Streaming Media

The incorporation of calligraphy with technology has brought about the emergence of new forms of
streaming media that cater to the burgeoning demand for interactive and engaging content. Live
streaming platforms such as Douyin and Kuaishou in China have become popular venues for
calligraphy artists to exhibit their skills and connect with audiences in real time. The use of live
streaming technology has also facilitated online calligraphy competitions and events, providing a new
avenue for calligraphy artists to compete and showcase their talent to a wider audience.

4.3. Calligraphy-Inspired Digital

Calligraphy-inspired digital art is a burgeoning trend in the realms of graphic design, advertising,
and animation. This art form entails taking the intricate and delicate strokes of traditional calligraphy
and reinterpreting them in a digital medium.

One instance of calligraphy-inspired digital art in animation is the award-winning commercial for
the Chinese beer brand, Harbin Beer. In this animated advertisement, calligraphy serves as the central
theme, featuring fluid brushstrokes and bold ink lines that come to life in a playful and colorful manner.
The use of calligraphy in the ad not only adds a cultural touch but also conveys a sense of tradition and
heritage that aligns with the brand's values. Another example of calligraphy-inspired digital art can be
seen in graphic design. The logo for the Chinese e-commerce behemoth, Alibaba, features a stylized
image of a Chinese character, which was crafted using calligraphic techniques. The use of calligraphy
in the logo design aims to convey a sense of cultural identity, as well as a modern and sophisticated
image.

4.4. Calligraphy in Digital Marketing

The integration of calligraphy with technology has given rise to new forms of digital marketing and
advertising. Advertisers are increasingly utilizing calligraphy-inspired designs and fonts in their
branding and advertising campaigns to create a sense of authenticity and cultural significance. In
advertising, calligraphy-inspired digital art is utilized to create visually striking and memorable
campaigns. One example is the campaign for the Chinese mobile phone brand, Vivo, which showcases
stunning calligraphy animations that bring to life the beauty and elegance of Chinese calligraphy. The
campaign highlights the brand's dedication to innovation and cultural heritage.

The use of calligraphy in digital marketing is especially effective in targeting younger consumers
who value authenticity and cultural heritage. Calligraphy in Streaming Media and New Business
Opportunities In addition to digital media and virtual reality, calligraphy has found a place in the realm
of streaming media. With the advent of live-streaming platforms, calligraphy artists have been able to
showcase their skills and engage with audiences in real time. This confluence of calligraphy and live
streaming has opened up new business opportunities, with calligraphy artists offering live calligraphy
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demonstrations and workshops to audiences worldwide.

5. Case study analysis

Beyond its artistic value, calligraphy is also an essential component of the Chinese language and
communication. Calligraphic symbols carry significant cultural and historical connotations, and their
meanings can be enriched through an understanding of their historical and cultural context. By
incorporating calligraphy into animation, artists can tap into this rich cultural heritage and create works
that resonate with audiences on multiple levels.

5.1. The use of calligraphy in traditional Chinese animation

The Shanghai Fine Arts Film Studio's use of calligraphy in its classic animated works is a perfect
example of how traditional Chinese animation has incorporated calligraphy as an integral part of its art
form. The Studio's distinctive calligraphic style has been used in many of its works, including the
classic animation "Feelings of Mountains and Waters," where the calligraphic script is employed to
enhance the animation's rhythm and flow.

The Studio has created a unique audio-visual language that celebrates the beauty of the natural
world and the cultural values that underpin it. In "Feelings of Mountains and Waters," the director
makes special use of the art of calligraphy to express the thythm and charm of landscape painting and
the harmonious relationship between man and nature. Through the changes, movements, combinations,
and contrasts of the calligraphic elements, the animation images are brought to life and artistically
infectious, successfully conveying the essence of traditional Chinese culture to the audience.

The fusion of traditional and modern elements in animation is a testament to the versatility of
calligraphy as an art form. With the rise of digital technology, animation has evolved into a complex
and diverse art form, offering new opportunities to blend traditional cultural elements with modern
works. Calligraphy has a rich history and deep cultural significance in China, and in the digital age, it
has been integrated into Chinese animation in innovative ways using modern techniques to showcase
the beauty and complexity of this traditional art form.

5.2. The use of Chinese animated calligraphy in the digital age

The animated film "Big Fish & Begonia" (2016) exemplifies how traditional art forms can be
adapted and incorporated into modern animation techniques. In the film, the character Chun writes
calligraphy with a giant brush as part of a ritual to summon a mystical creature, and the animation
captures the fluidity and precision of the brushstrokes in stunning detail, highlighting the potential of
digital technology to replicate the beauty and complexity of traditional calligraphy.

This use of calligraphy in the film not only adds to its visual appeal, but also reflects Chun's
spiritual connection to the natural world, as the brushstrokes are used to summon a mystical creature.
The fusion of traditional and modern elements is further emphasized in the film's title sequence, where
calligraphy is presented in elegant brush strokes using digital technology, showcasing the versatility of
calligraphy as a visual art form.?!

The integration of calligraphy into Chinese animation serves not only as a means of artistic
expression, but also as a powerful tool for cultural communication and preservation. It serves as a
bridge between the past and present, allowing audiences to connect with and appreciate traditional
Chinese culture in a contemporary context.

5.3. Philosophical Implications of Calligraphy in Animation: Qi

In addition to its cultural significance, the use of calligraphy in animation also has philosophical
implications. Calligraphy is often associated with the concept of "Qi," a fundamental concept in
Chinese philosophy that refers to the vital energy or life force that permeates all things. In traditional
Chinese calligraphy, the brushstrokes are believed to capture and express the artist's Qi, giving the
work a sense of vitality and energy. This concept of Qi is also reflected in traditional Chinese medicine,
where it is believed to be essential for maintaining physical and mental well-being.

Through the use of calligraphy in animation, artists can tap into this philosophical concept and
imbue their work with a sense of vitality and energy that resonates with audiences. In "Feelings of
Mountains and Waters," for example, the calligraphic script is used to express the dynamic and fluid
nature of the natural world, capturing the Qi of the mountains and waters and giving the work a sense
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of energy and vitality. This connection between calligraphy and the concept of Qi highlights the
potential for calligraphy to transcend its visual form and carry deeper philosophical and cultural
meanings.

Furthermore, the integration of calligraphy into animation also highlights the potential of new
technologies to preserve and promote traditional cultural heritage. With the advent of digital technology,
traditional art forms like calligraphy can be digitized, archived, and shared with a global audience,
ensuring their continued relevance and longevity. This not only benefits the preservation of cultural
heritage but also allows for greater cultural exchange and understanding between different societies and
cultures.

6. Functions of calligraphy in animation
6.1. Promoting Traditional Chinese Culture and National Spirit

Incorporating calligraphy into animation is an effective way to promote traditional Chinese culture
and national spirit. Calligraphy has a profound and rich cultural significance in Chinese history and
embodies the unique characteristics of Chinese civilization, including its philosophy, art, and language.
By incorporating calligraphy into animation, creators can showcase and inherit the cultural heritage of
Chinese civilization while sharing its beauty and depth with a global audience. For example, the use of
traditional Chinese calligraphy in the opening ceremony of the Beijing Olympics not only promoted
Chinese culture but also demonstrated China's cultural confidence and national pride on the world
stage.

6.2. Emotional Expression through Calligraphy in Animation

The emotional expression of calligraphy in animation is a fascinating and multi-dimensional topic
that has been studied from various perspectives. Calligraphy not only conveys the emotions of the artist
but also elicits emotional responses in the viewer. The aesthetic and sensory experience of watching
calligraphy being created can evoke positive emotions such as awe, admiration, and pleasure.
Furthermore, the use of calligraphy in animation can help creators express their views and emotions
about various social issues, such as love, family, and society, in a subtle and powerful way. “For
example, in the animated film "The Wind Rises" directed by Hayao Miyazaki, calligraphy is used to
convey the passion and dedication of the protagonist towards his dreams, highlighting the emotional
depth and richness of calligraphy as an art form.

6.3. Recalling History and Enhancing Expression

Calligraphy has the capacity to enrich animation by recalling historical events and figures while
enhancing the overall expression of the work. This can be achieved by utilizing different calligraphic
styles to effectively capture the characteristics and spirit of a particular time and place. This approach
not only allows the audience to better understand the storyline and characterization, but also allows
them to appreciate the cultural and historical context in which the animation is set. For example, in the
animation film "Mulan," calligraphy is utilized to depict the Chinese character "honor," which
represents the central theme of the film. The use of calligraphy in this context reinforces the cultural
identity of the film and enhances the emotional impact of the storyline and characterization.

Moreover, calligraphy can be used to enhance the historical and cultural accuracy of animation, as
well as to express the personalities of the characters. In the animated film "Jiang Ziya: Legend of
Deification," calligraphic elements were incorporated to effectively capture the historical and cultural
context of the story, as well as to express the personalities of the characters. The calligraphic styles
used in the film varied depending on the character's personality and status, with bold and powerful
strokes used to depict the hero Jiang Ziya and elegant and refined strokes used to depict the goddess
Nuwa. By using calligraphy to capture the essence of each character, the film was able to convey a
sense of authenticity and historical accuracy while enhancing the emotional impact of the story.

6.4. Scientific Studies on Calligraphy

Recent scientific studies have revealed the potential therapeutic benefits of calligraphy beyond its
aesthetic and cultural value. For instance, research has found that practicing calligraphy can lead to
improved mindfulness and reduced stress levels. This is due to the meditative and calming nature of the
practice, which can induce a state of flow and relaxation in the practitioner. Furthermore, watching
calligraphy being created has been found to activate regions of the brain associated with pleasure and
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awe, suggesting that calligraphy can have a positive emotional impact on the viewer. These findings
highlight the potential of calligraphy to contribute to the promotion of mental health and well-being, as
well as to the development of new therapeutic interventions that incorporate this ancient art form.

The benefits of calligraphy can also be understood through the lens of psychology and neuroscience.
For example, the meditative nature of calligraphy has been linked to the concept of mindfulness, which
involves paying attention to the present moment without judgment. Mindfulness has been found to
have a range of benefits for mental health, including reducing symptoms of anxiety and depression.
Additionally, the emotional impact of calligraphy can be explained by the theory of embodied
cognition, which suggests that our bodily experiences and sensations are intimately connected to our
emotions and cognition. When we watch calligraphy being created, we may experience a sense of awe
and pleasure because we are vicariously experiencing the artist's bodily movements and the beauty of
the resulting artwork.

Incorporating calligraphy into animation can therefore have broader implications beyond its cultural
and artistic value. It can contribute to the promotion of mental health and well-being, as well as provide
new avenues for the development of therapeutic interventions and the exploration of the mind-body
connection. By using calligraphy in animation, creators can not only enhance the aesthetic and cultural
value of their works but also harness the therapeutic benefits of this ancient art form.

7. Promoting Chinese Culture on the World Stage

As China continues to play a larger role in the global arena, promoting the country's unique culture
and values has become an important goal. The integration of calligraphy into animation presents a
valuable opportunity to showcase Chinese culture on the world stage, conveying the essence of Chinese
aesthetics and spirit to audiences both at home and abroad.

7.1. Calligraphy in Animation: A Tool for Cultural Communication and Preservation

In addition to its intrinsic cultural and artistic value, calligraphy integrated into animation has
significant implications for the dissemination of Chinese culture. In the field of communication studies,
the concept of "soft power" has been proposed, referring to the ability of a country to attract and
persuade others through its cultural and social values. By promoting Chinese culture through animation
with calligraphy, China can enhance its soft power and influence in the international community."

Furthermore, calligraphy can serve as a means of preserving and promoting traditional Chinese
culture. Through the integration of calligraphy into animation, creators can convey not only the visual
beauty of the art form but also the underlying cultural meanings and values that it embodies. This not
only showcases the richness and depth of Chinese culture but also contributes to its preservation for
future generations.

7.2. Interdisciplinary Cooperation and Innovation in Calligraphy-Integrated Animation

The integration of calligraphy into animation requires interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary
cooperation. In the field of animation, calligraphy can be combined with computer technology, sound
effects, and other elements to create a unique visual and auditory experience. In the field of calligraphy,
animation provides a new platform for the art form to reach a broader audience.

Collaboration with experts in fields such as linguistics, psychology, and anthropology can provide
valuable insights into the cognitive and emotional effects of calligraphy and animation, helping to
optimize the design and communication of the works. Furthermore, interdisciplinary collaboration can
stimulate innovation and creativity in the development of calligraphy-integrated animation, leading to
new possibilities and approaches in the field.[®

7.3. Tailoring Content and Style for International Audiences

To effectively promote Chinese animation with calligraphy to international audiences, it is essential
to consider the cultural differences and preferences of different regions and audiences. Western
audiences, for example, may not be familiar with the cultural and historical context of Chinese
calligraphy and may require additional explanations and guidance to appreciate its beauty and meaning.
Therefore, it is crucial to conduct market research and audience analysis to tailor the content and style
of the works to the needs and interests of the target audience.

Furthermore, calligraphy-integrated animation can go beyond simply showcasing Chinese culture
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and values, but also incorporate universal human experiences and emotions, such as love, loss, and
perseverance, into the storytelling and visual design. This approach allows these works to transcend
cultural boundaries and evoke empathy and resonance among audiences worldwide, thereby promoting
communication and integration between different cultures.”! The integration of calligraphy into
animation thus presents a unique opportunity for China to promote its soft power and influence on the
world stage.

Achieving this goal requires interdisciplinary collaboration and tailoring content and style for
international audiences. This collaboration should involve experts from animation, calligraphy,
linguistics, psychology, anthropology, and other relevant fields to optimize the communication and
impact of calligraphy-integrated animation.!® In addition, creators need to conduct thorough market
research and audience analysis to tailor their works to the needs and interests of the target audience.
This will ensure that these works effectively showcase the beauty and wisdom of Chinese culture to the
world while resonating with diverse audiences.

8. Conclusions

The integration of calligraphy and animation provides a novel and meaningful approach to promote
and preserve traditional Chinese culture in the globalized context of today. By incorporating
calligraphy into animation, creators can not only express their thoughts and emotions but also reflect on
social reality and historical changes. They can showcase the characteristics and spirit of their own time
while recalling important figures or events in history. Additionally, calligraphy in animation transcends
the limitations of language and geography, enabling communication and integration between cultures
while expanding the means of expression and creative space of graphic animation.

Achieving a successful integration of calligraphy and animation demands a deep understanding of
both the art of calligraphy and the principles, methods, and techniques of animation art. Moreover, it is
crucial to draw inspiration from outstanding works at home and abroad, make appropriate adaptations
or breakthroughs, and actively seek support and cooperation from experts or institutions in other related
fields.

Moreover, the integration of calligraphy and animation not only enriches the visual and aesthetic
experience of the audience, but also promotes the inheritance and innovation of traditional culture, and
showcases the Chinese characteristics and national spirit to the world. Through continuous innovation
and exploration, calligraphy art in animation has the potential to break traditional boundaries and create
new artistic possibilities, contributing to the cultural diversity and creative development of the
animation industry. Overall, the integration of calligraphy and animation presents a unique opportunity
to promote Chinese culture and values on the world stage, contributing to the soft power and influence
of the country in the international community.
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