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Abstract: As a traditional and unique medium of communication, letters have irreplaceable value in
the field of moral education. This article systematically explores the generation logic of the moral
education function of letters, from generation conditions, generation structures to specific
manifestations, and constructs a complete theoretical framework. Research has found that letter based
moral education achieves functional activation through clear object, element linkage, and goal
orientation. It relies on co construction structure, demand structure, and emotional structure to form
an educational mechanism, ultimately exhibiting unique advantages in education and self-education,
incentive guidance, differentiated education, and emotional infiltration. This study provides theoretical
basis and practical path for innovative moral education methods and improving educational
effectiveness.
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1. Introduction

In the era of digital communication, letters, as a traditional form of communication, seem to be
gradually fading out of people's daily lives. However, it is precisely the deep communication
characteristics inherent in this' slow media 'that make it uniquely valuable in the field of moral
education. Compared with instant messaging, the written expression, time delay, and material carrier of
letters provide new possibilities for moral education work. The purpose of this study is to
systematically explore the generation logic of the moral education function of letters, analyze its
complete mechanism from conditions to structure to expression, and provide theoretical support and
practical guidance for modern moral education practice.

2. The conditions for generating the moral education function of letters

Clarifying the conditions for the generation of the moral education function of letters is to precisely
search for the factors that promote the manifestation of the moral education function of letters from
"hidden" to "visible". Pages are an important prerequisite for further exploring the generation of letters
and their functions. Therefore, in the "black box" of letter based moral education, what truly detonates
is not the text itself, but a set of precisely called activation parameters, namely: objects are locked like
coordinates, elements mesh like gears, and goals are written into navigation in advance like endpoints.
Only when these three parameters are in place simultaneously, can the current of moral education
penetrate through time and space, completing the energy transfer from the "writer" to the "recipient".

2.1 Clear target audience

The implementation of the moral education function of letters first depends on a clear target
audience. Unlike general moral preaching, letters always point to specific recipients, and this targeting
is the foundation of their moral education effect. In practical applications, letters can be addressed to
individuals, such as growth advice letters written by teachers to specific students; It can also be targeted
towards groups, such as motivational letters written by principals to graduating students. Clear targets
enable moral education content to accurately align with the moral development needs of the audience,
avoiding the waste of educational resources.

Therefore, the target objects of the moral education function of letters can be further divided from
both narrow and broad perspectives. From a narrow perspective, the recipient group constitutes the
direct target of moral education in letters. The letter writer uses "letters" as a medium to directly guide
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the recipient group in terms of ideological understanding, moral qualities, and behavioral habits. It is
precisely this guiding education that brings positive changes to the recipient group, thus exerting the
moral education function of letters. From a broad perspective, the vast number of letter readers
constitute the indirect target of moral education in letters. By reading letters full of profound meaning,
readers not only appreciate the spirit of letters, but also identify with and learn from the exemplary
spirit of the recipient group, and use this to constrain their own behavior. This is another important
manifestation of the moral education function generated by letters. Therefore, only by grasping the
target of the moral education function of letters from the logic of the target of moral education through
letters can we better interpret the generation of the ideological and political education function of
letters.

2.2 Close element connections

The generation of the moral education function of letters also requires close connections between
various elements. These elements include the moral authority of the writer, the value orientation of the
content, the emotional carrier of the form, and the cognitive level of the recipient. Only when these
elements form an organic whole can the moral education function of letters be effectively exerted.
Unlike traditional preaching, the moral authority in letters needs to be naturally expressed through
words rather than deliberately emphasized. A teacher who is loved by students can write a letter to
share their understanding of integrity, which is far more effective than simple moral admonition. The
value orientation of the content needs to match the recipient's developmental stage, as being too
profound or too simplistic can affect the reception effect. The emotional carrier of form is reflected in
the temperature of handwriting, the texture of paper, and other aspects, which can enhance the
infectiousness of letters.

The first type is based on the inherent connection between the "writer recipient" and the "recipient”,
forming a structure of coordinated development between the dominant and the main body. As the leader
of the entire ideological and political education system, the letter writer plays the role of organizer,
undertaker, and transmitter of ideological and political education; The recipient, as the main body of
the ideological and political education system, plays the role of a participant, executor, and receiver of
ideological and political education. In the ideological and political education system of reply letters, the
two, as the core clements, have achieved a harmonious relationship of mutual connection,
interdependence, and unity.

The second type is based on the external connection formed between the "reply reader” in different
contexts, forming an educational structure that closely connects the subject, object, environment, and
mediator. Letters, as an important carrier of moral education content, play a crucial role within the
system of moral education. The letter itself, as a medium in the process of moral education, is an
important source of information to guide the reader to understand the spiritual connotation of the letter,
and the reader is an important object of the moral education function of the letter. The essential
connection between the two and the interaction generated under the influence of the external
environment will directly affect the positive effect of letter based moral education.

2.3 Clear target tasks

The implementation of the moral education function of letters also requires setting clear goals and
tasks. These goals should be specific, measurable, and aligned with the recipient's moral development
stage. Vague goals can lead to vague content in letters, making it difficult to produce practical results.
In practical operation, the goals of letter based moral education can be divided into several levels:
cognitive level, such as helping the recipient understand specific moral concepts; On the emotional
level, such as arousing the recipient's moral emotions; At the behavioral level, such as guiding the
recipient to form specific behavioral habits. These goals need to be selected and combined based on
specific circumstances.

Moral education aims to improve the overall quality and comprehensive abilities of educational
subjects by guiding their ideological awareness, enhancing their political literacy, and regulating their
behavior. The process of achieving this educational goal task is parallel to the generation of ideological
and political education functions. From this, it can be seen that one of the prerequisites for the
generation of the moral education function of reply letters is to achieve the educational goal of
promoting people's free and comprehensive development through "cultivating people with faith". As a
carrier of information, letters themselves can serve as a means and dissemination tool for ideological
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and political education, and because they contain rich moral education ideas and content, further clarify
the goals and tasks of moral education.

3. The generative structure of the moral education function of letters
3.1 Lead and subject co construction structure

The generation of the moral education function of letters relies on the collaborative construction
between the leader and the subject. In this structure, moral education workers such as teachers and
parents play a leading role, responsible for content planning and value guidance; As the subject of
moral education, the recipient constructs meaning through reading comprehension, emotional
experience, and behavioral practice. This collaborative relationship breaks the traditional one-way
indoctrination model of moral education and forms a two-way interactive educational mechanism.

The generation of this structure comes not only from the rational cognition and objective reality of
the reply recipient and their group, but also from the clear cognition with personal claims formed by the
majority of readers under the catalysis of the social environment. With the increasing number of reply
texts and the wider scope of reply dissemination, the general public, influenced by the spirit of reply
letters, has begun to explore new personal needs and values in accordance with the expectations of
reply letters, forming a virtuous cycle between leadership and subjectivity, highlighting the positive
impact of reply letter ideological and political education. In this generative structure, a good interaction
is formed between the external assistance and endogenous power of the entire system, and it plays a
leading role in the coordination and cooperation between various elements in the system. Firstly, the
recipient of the reply will achieve self-education based on targeted reply content and their own social
responsibilities; Secondly, readers will use the reply content directly related to their identity as a
powerful reference to improve themselves, while actively serving and meeting individual needs and
social demands; Thirdly, taking the recipient of the reply as an example, through learning and spreading
the stories of role models, inheriting and promoting the spirit of role models, achieving independent
spiritual and cultural construction throughout society through subtle influence. By further refining and
categorizing the reply text based on different content focuses, targeted dissemination and interpretation
of the reply can be carried out according to the characteristics of the educational target and their
environment, in order to stimulate the willingness of educational subjects to learn independently. From
the perspectives of the recipients of replies and the general readership, the construction structure of
leadership and subjectivity not only realizes the value guidance for the educational recipients, but also
determines that replies have the function of combining education and self-education, as well as the
function of inspiring and leading by example.

3.2 Objective demand structure

The generation of the moral education function of letters also needs to respond to the objective
needs of the recipient. These needs include growing confusion, ethical dilemmas, and a desire for
emotional support. Only by truly meeting these needs can a letter touch the recipient's heart and have a
lasting educational impact. Requirement identification is a key component of this structure. Moral
education workers need to accurately grasp the true needs of recipients through observation,
conversation, questionnaire surveys, and other methods.

The objective demand structure fully integrates the subjective intention of replies with the
constantly changing objective environment, and maximally reflects the practical value and significance
of the ideological and political education function generated and exerted by replies. The generation of
this structure comes from the relationship between the objective needs of the reply recipient in the
current stage and the objective needs of social groups, as well as the additional cognition that this
relationship can bring to the reply recipient; At the same time, it also reflects to some extent the
fundamental needs of the development of the real society. In the process of generating the objective
demand structure, the educational object composed of the recipient and the general readership is the
key element for the smooth operation of this structure, and plays an important dominant role in the
effects produced after the structure is generated.

3.3 Multi dimensional emotional progressive structure

The generation of the moral education function of letters depends on the gradual progression and
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deepening of emotions. This structure typically consists of three levels: initial emotional arousal,
mid-term emotional resonance, and later emotional transformation. Through this progressive process,
letters can gradually penetrate into the recipient's inner world, achieving a transformation from
emotions to cognition and then to behavior.

The emotional structure of letters, based on the organic combination of multidimensional emotional
interactions, realizes the emotional progression process from expressing emotions, inspiring characters'
own emotions to deepening emotional understanding. In this process, it not only reflects the gradual
formation of emotional identification among educational objects in the process of letter reading, but
also highlights the multidimensional emotional progressive structure reflected in the circulation of
letters. In this structure, the emotions spontaneously generated by the educational object under the
influence of letters have become an important influencing factor that affects the functioning of the letter
based moral education system. In terms of the design of the main structure of the letter, the warm
greeting at the beginning, sincere affirmation in the middle, and enthusiastic encouragement and
expectation at the end guide the recipient to understand the content and spirit of the letter, while
promoting the effective combination of the letter's connotation and the recipient's own reality. Through
the rendering of the letter's emotions, the value of the letter is maximized. From the background and
content description of letters, relying on the timeliness, authenticity, and intuitiveness unique to letters
in a straightforward manner, the power of letters is stimulated to resonate emotionally with readers,
prompting them to gradually achieve deep emotional release under the influence of replies, thereby
promoting the formation of this multidimensional emotional progressive structure. By inspiring readers'
reverence and admiration for the objects of the letter, gradually transforming this emotion into
recognition during the reading process, and promoting emotional resonance to internalize and
externalize the spirit of role models in the hearts and actions of the readers, the inheritance and
promotion of the exemplary spirit can be achieved. Based on the wide coverage and targeted nature of
letters, the multi-dimensional emotional progressive structure realizes the education of educational
objects from the surface to the inside and from the inside out, generating the emotional resonance and
penetration function of letters.

4. The specific manifestation of the moral education function of letters
4.1 The function of combining education with self-education

One of the most significant characteristics of letter based moral education is the organic
combination of the educational process and self-education. In the writing ring Festival, the writer needs
to sort out their own moral experience, extract life insights, and this process itself is a profound
self-reflection. The principle of combining education with self-education emphasizes both the
importance of implementing ideological and political education and the necessity of self-education.
Only by closely integrating education with self-education can education achieve practical results. The
dominant and subject construction structure of letter based moral education closely integrates the
content and core themes of letters with the concerns and interests of educational objects, forming a
logical closed loop of "education internalization self-education".

The theme of the letter itself is a direct reflection of the content, goals, methods, and other aspects
of ideological and political education.

As a special narrative text, letters have a value equivalent to that of "textbooks" to some extent. If
related or authored letters are edited and organized in their logical order, a "textbook" with profound
value connotations will be formed. Krishnamurti's work "Education is the Liberation of the Mind" itself
consists of 72 letters edited by him according to different themes and focuses of carrying out
ideological and moral education. He clearly expressed in the letter that the goal of education is to shape
complete individuals, and in this process, it is necessary to cultivate students' complete sense of
responsibility and combine it with modern educational methods to achieve the goal of ideological
education. For example, Krishnamurti et al.l'! believes that the theme of each letter will bring readers a
'spiritual awakening', thereby achieving complete harmony among reason, emotion, and body. Unlike
Krishnamurti who used a collection of letters to enlighten readers, scholar P. Lavrov compiled all of his
letters published in the Weekly, giving each letter a more coherent and complete form while delving
into his own ideological core and seeking resonance with readers. He attached his moral beliefs and
ideal beliefs to these historical letters, and hoped that readers could understand what the "moral ideals
of the times" were from them, and explain them with his own thoughts, life, and actions.
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4.2 Incentive and leadership functions

Letter based moral education has a powerful motivational and guiding function, which can
stimulate the recipient's inner motivation and guide them towards a better direction. This feature is
particularly suitable for goal motivation, role model guidance, and confidence building. The admirable,
moving, and admirable spiritual character contained in role models is deeply embedded in their specific
advanced deeds and heroic behaviors, which are easy for people to understand, learn from, and emulate,
and have strong educational and persuasive power. By sharing real-life example stories, letters can
maximize the recipient's willingness to emulate.

The theme of the letter itself is a direct reflection of the content, goals, methods, and other aspects
of ideological and political education. As a special narrative text, letters have a value equivalent to that
of "textbooks" to some extent. If related or authored letters are edited and organized in their logical
order, a "textbook" with profound value connotations will be formed. Scholar Pi Pavlov compiled all of
his letters published in the Weekly, giving each letter a more coherent and complete form while delving
into his own ideological core and striving to find resonance with readers. For example, P. Lavrov et al.
(21 attached his moral beliefs and ideal beliefs to these historical letters, and hoped that readers could
understand what the "moral ideals of the times" were from them, and explain them with his own
thoughts, life, and actions. Simon Martin and Merritt Searle conducted a thorough analysis of the
personal letters of Bodixion (a British feminist, philanthropist, and artist in the mid Victorian era),
achieving a deep interpretation of this historical figure and projecting the educational function of her
letters. For example, Simon-Martin, Meritxell et al. [*! believed that in the context of 19th century
England, for women, Bodixiong fully demonstrated her self-cultivation and personal charm in her
letters, providing a typical demonstration for exploring women's thinking and promoting women's
education. Bodixiong's letter is like a mirror carried around, reflecting the recipient's "better self" that
has not yet grown, and also like a fluttering flag, marking the path ahead for them; It transforms the
'role model' from a cold plaster bust on the living room fireplace to an intimate companion breathing on
paper and pacing in the streets. Whenever the night falls and the gas lamps hiss, the recipient rereads
those sharp and gentle words, as if hearing a clear voice whispering in their ears - 'Go, become a
possibility you cannot be named' - so they lift their feet and cross the seemingly insurmountable chalk
line drawn for women in the Victorian era.

4.3 Differentiated education function

Letter based moral education can provide customized educational content based on the individual
differences of the recipient, achieving true personalized teaching. This differentiation is reflected in
multiple aspects such as content selection, expression methods, and communication frequency.
Differentiation in content selection is the foundation. The content of the letter needs to be different for
recipients with different personalities, problems, and developmental stages. For introverted students,
letters may use more encouraging language; For extroverted students, challenging content can be
appropriately added.

Using letters as a tool for information exchange and educational dissemination, and using them as a
form of ideological education from a technical perspective. The composition of letter objects has
achieved a leap from single digit to hundred digit levels in terms of age, spanning various industries in
terms of occupation, and covering a wide range of people both domestically and internationally.
Different forms of discourse expression and content emphasis have been adopted for different audience
groups, generating differentiated educational functions for reply letters under the influence of objective
demand structures. For example, Bruder, Annel et al. ! aimed to educate women of different ages,
races, and classes, using letters as a tool to establish a bridge of communication between women in the
changing social environment, and to convey advanced ideological and moral concepts, mediating and
promoting a new type of women's education in Victorian era America. For example, Bainos, Rachel et
al. Plon the other hand, studied the letters between mothers and children, interpreting how mothers use
letters as an educational tool to provide emotional management and family skills to educate their
children in terms of ideology and morality in a family environment. These letters reveal that letters are
not only tools for communication, but also important tools for providing ideological and moral
education to designated educational recipients in a more substantive way than previously thought. The
differentiation of communication frequency ensures the continuity of education and also enables letter
based moral education to accurately meet individual needs.
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4.4 Emotional resonance and penetration function

Emotion is one of the most precious treasures for humanity. It is not only a manifestation of strong
personal feelings, but also the foundation for establishing interpersonal relationships. Abundant
emotions and friendly language are important features that run through the reply text. Under the
influence of the multidimensional emotional progressive structure, the rich emotions contained in the
reply have become important educational resources, gradually influencing the thoughts and behaviors
of the educational objects. In this process, the emotional resonance and infiltration function of the reply
is generated and exerted.

The most distinctive function of letter based moral education is its strong emotional resonance and
infiltration ability. Through sincere written expression, letters can break down psychological defenses
and achieve natural infiltration of values. Emotional resonance stems from the sincerity of letters.
Unlike formal educational conversations, emotional expressions in letters are more natural and sincere.
As a carrier, letters not only objectively reflect historical facts and intuitively express emotions, but
also contain the role of ideological and moral education. Simon Garfield used the development history
of letters as a research background in his works, analyzing letter manuscripts from different periods,
countries, classes, and themes to deeply explore the hidden values and interests. For example, Simon
Garfield et al.l! believes that letters can not only inspire people's enthusiasm and deepen their
understanding of each other, but also provide us with so-called 'black and white' evidence, thereby
changing our lives and even reshaping history. Rubegg studied the letters written by Bishop Edward
Singer to his daughter Alicia from 1733 to 1807, focusing on the effective application of letter based
education in the family environment. He placed the perspective of discourse in the context of family
environment education, demonstrating how Bishop Edward transmitted and communicated positive
emotions and behaviors with his daughter through letters. The bishop's letter fully demonstrates how to
use emotional education to teach daughters to remain calm in conflicts, remain calm in panic, and
maintain politeness in communication, thereby restraining their behavior and manners. For example,
Ruberg, W et al.[”) believes that displaying and utilizing the emotions hidden in letters in a reasonable
way is more beneficial for readers to feel the ideological connotations contained deep in the letters,
thus achieving the role of guidance and education. Digging into the sincere emotions contained in
letters, triggering emotional resonance among readers while conducting ideological and moral
education on different themes based on the specific content of the letters.

5. Conclusions

The generation and implementation of the moral education function of letters is a complete
educational logic chain with the axis of "precise initiation - structural co construction - emotional
progression - functional externalization". The future practice should be committed to establishing an
integrated support system of "correspondence moral education resource library - intelligent matching
platform - feedback evaluation system". Through big data accurate identification of needs, artificial
intelligence assisted letter writing, and multi subject collaborative communication, correspondence
moral education should go beyond the level of individual cases and feelings, and form a new form of
modern moral education that can be replicated, promoted, and sustainable, so as to provide a solid
grasp and long-term impetus for the implementation of the fundamental task of building morality and
cultivating people.
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