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Abstract: With the acceleration of globalization, the importance of English as an international lingua 
franca is increasingly significant. However, phonetics teaching is often neglected in college English 
classrooms, and insufficient student motivation has become a key issue restricting the development of 
their language proficiency. This paper explores strategies that integrate English phonetics teaching with 
student motivation to enhance the effectiveness of college English teaching. Through literature review 
and current situation analysis, this paper proposes a series of teaching strategies based on multimodal 
teaching resources and incentive mechanisms. The research results indicate that phonetics teaching 
strategies combined with motivation theory can significantly improve students' learning motivation and 
language proficiency, providing a new perspective and method for college English teaching. 
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1. Introduction 

In the context of globalization, the status of English as an international lingua franca is increasingly 
prominent. Phonetics teaching plays an important role in English language learning, as it not only affects 
students' oral expression and listening comprehension skills but also directly relates to the improvement 
of their overall language literacy. However, phonetics teaching is often neglected in current college 
English classrooms, and students' motivation for learning is generally insufficient, leading to 
unsatisfactory teaching effects. Learning motivation is the internal driving force for students to actively 
participate in learning activities, directly affecting their learning outcomes and willingness to continue 
learning. Therefore, integrating phonetics teaching with learning motivation, exploring effective teaching 
strategies, and enhancing students' learning enthusiasm and language proficiency have important 
theoretical significance and practical value. 

2. The Necessity of Integrating Phonetics Teaching and Learning Motivation in College English 
Classroom 

2.1 The Importance of Phonetics Teaching in English Language Learning 

Phonetics teaching is an essential component of English language learning, aiming to cultivate 
students' accurate pronunciation and listening skills. Accurate pronunciation is not only the foundation 
of effective oral expression but also a key factor in improving listening comprehension. Phonetics 
teaching trains students in pronunciation articulation, pronunciation methods, syllables, stress, intonation, 
and other skills, enabling them to express themselves fluently and enhance their overall language 
proficiency. Proficient phonetic skills help students to communicate confidently and fluently, reducing 
misunderstandings and communication barriers caused by pronunciation inaccuracies. [1] 

In addition, phonetics teaching is significant for boosting students' confidence and language 
application skills. In multilingual environments, students often feel anxious or shy due to pronunciation 
issues, which can affect their willingness to communicate. Through systematic phonetic training, students 
can gradually overcome these psychological barriers, enhancing their enthusiasm and initiative in 
language learning. Proficient phonetic skills also improve students' performance in various language tests, 
as many standardized tests, such as IELTS and TOEFL, consider pronunciation as an important 
evaluation criterion. 



International Journal of New Developments in Education 
ISSN 2663-8169 Vol. 6, Issue 7: 166-171, DOI: 10.25236/IJNDE.2024.060727 

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK 
-167- 

2.2 The Influence of Learning Motivation on Language Acquisition 

Learning motivation refers to the internal and external driving forces that propel students to engage 
in learning activities, directly influencing their learning outcomes and willingness to continue learning. 
High levels of learning motivation can stimulate students' interest in learning, keeping them actively and 
positively engaged in the learning process, thereby improving learning outcomes. Learning motivation 
can be divided into intrinsic motivation and extrinsic motivation. Intrinsic motivation stems from 
students' interest in and satisfaction with knowledge, while extrinsic motivation comes from external 
rewards or pressures, such as exam grades, parental expectations, or scholarships. [2] 

High levels of learning motivation not only enhance students' learning enthusiasm but also improve 
their initiative and persistence in learning. When students are enthusiastic and interested in learning, they 
are more willing to spend time and effort on in-depth learning, exploring the subtle differences and 
complex structures of language. This proactive attitude towards learning helps them achieve better results 
and faster progress in language acquisition. Conversely, lack of learning motivation can lead to student 
disinterest in learning, manifested as passive learning or perfunctory learning, ultimately resulting in low 
learning efficiency and even aversion to learning. 

Therefore, stimulating and maintaining students' learning motivation is an important task in language 
teaching. Teachers should provide interesting and challenging learning activities through diverse 
teaching methods and rich teaching resources to stimulate students' interest in learning. At the same time, 
teachers should pay attention to students' psychological needs, enhance their confidence and learning 
motivation through positive feedback and encouragement. 

2.3 The Theoretical Basis for Integrating English Phonetics Teaching and Learning Motivation 

Combining Self-Determination Theory (SDT), Achievement Motivation Theory, and Attribution 
Theory can provide solid theoretical support for English phonetics teaching. 

Self-Determination Theory (SDT), proposed by Deci and Ryan, emphasizes that human behavior is 
driven by both intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. Intrinsic motivation refers to behaviors driven by 
individuals' interests and satisfaction, while extrinsic motivation is driven by external rewards or pressure. 
SDT suggests that satisfying individuals' basic psychological needs for autonomy, competence, and 
relatedness can enhance intrinsic motivation and improve learning enthusiasm. In English phonetics 
teaching, teachers should design autonomous and challenging learning tasks to enhance students' sense 
of competence and achievement, and satisfy their need for relatedness through positive interactions. 

Achievement Motivation Theory, proposed by McClelland, explores individuals' motivation in the 
pursuit of success and avoidance of failure. Achievement motivation includes the needs for achievement, 
power, and affiliation. The need for achievement refers to individuals' internal drive to pursue excellence 
and desire for success; the need for power refers to the desire for control over the environment and 
influence over others; the need for affiliation refers to the desire to establish good relationships with 
others. In phonetics teaching, teachers should stimulate students' need for achievement by setting 
challenging but achievable goals, and satisfy their needs for power and affiliation by providing leadership 
opportunities and team cooperation activities. 

Attribution Theory, proposed by Weiner, examines how individuals attribute their success or failure 
and how it affects their future behavior. Attribution theory suggests that people often attribute success or 
failure to factors such as ability, effort, task difficulty, and luck. Positive attribution, such as attributing 
success to one's effort and ability and failure to task difficulty or luck, can enhance students' confidence 
and learning motivation. In phonetics teaching, teachers should help students develop positive attribution 
styles, encouraging them to attribute success to their effort and ability and failure to task difficulty or 
luck, thereby enhancing their self-efficacy. 

3. Analysis of the Current Situation of Student Learning Motivation in College English Classroom 
Phonetics Teaching 

3.1 Current Practices and Methods of Phonetics Teaching 

Currently, phonetics teaching in college English classrooms is mostly traditional, lacking interaction 
and practical activities. Traditional teaching methods often include teacher demonstration of 
pronunciation, student imitation and repetition, and completion of exercises after class. In this teaching 
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model, students mainly learn pronunciation by imitating the teacher, and the teaching content is often 
limited to the phonetic symbols and words in the textbook, lacking systematicness and scientificity. 
Moreover, due to limited class time, it is difficult for teachers to provide detailed correction and guidance 
on pronunciation for each student, and students lack effective feedback mechanisms in their post-class 
practice. This lack of interaction and practice in teaching methods makes it difficult to meet students' 
needs for pronunciation skills in actual communication. 

The limitations of traditional phonetics teaching are also reflected in the neglect of individual 
differences among students. Each student's pronunciation problems and learning progress are different, 
but traditional teaching methods often adopt a one-size-fits-all approach, which cannot provide 
personalized guidance for different students' needs. Additionally, the practice content in traditional 
teaching methods is monotonous, and students easily become bored and lose motivation and interest in 
learning. [3] 

In this context, it is urgent to introduce more interactive and practical activities to improve the 
effectiveness of phonetics teaching. For example, by using multimodal teaching resources, increasing 
classroom interaction and practical activities, helping students practice and apply phonetics in real 
language environments. Through scientifically designed teaching, the overall effectiveness of phonetics 
teaching can be improved to meet students' learning needs. 

3.2 Main Factors Affecting Student Learning Motivation 

Difficulty of Teaching Content: The difficulty of teaching content directly affects students' learning 
motivation. If the teaching content is too simple, students may feel bored and lack a sense of challenge; 
if the content is too difficult, students may feel frustrated and stressed, leading to a loss of learning 
motivation. Therefore, when designing phonetics teaching content, teachers should select materials and 
tasks of appropriate difficulty based on students' actual levels and abilities to ensure that the content is 
both challenging and within the students' acceptable range. 

Single Teaching Method: A single teaching method can lead to a decrease in students' interest in 
learning. Traditional lecture-based teaching and mechanical imitation practice are difficult to stimulate 
students' learning enthusiasm and initiative. Diverse teaching methods, such as task-based teaching, 
situational teaching, and cooperative learning, can enhance students' learning experience and 
participation, stimulating their learning motivation. For example, teachers can increase the fun and 
interactivity of the classroom through role-playing, simulated dialogues, phonetic games, etc., allowing 
students to practice pronunciation in actual communication and improve learning effectiveness. [4] 

Learning Environment Atmosphere: A positive learning environment can significantly enhance 
students' learning motivation. A positive, supportive learning atmosphere can enhance students' sense of 
belonging and security, stimulate their enthusiasm and initiative in learning. Teachers should create a 
relaxed and pleasant classroom atmosphere, encourage students to actively participate in discussions and 
exercises, and reduce their fear and pressure regarding pronunciation errors. Additionally, promoting 
interaction and support among students through group cooperation and peer assistance can enhance their 
learning motivation and teamwork spirit. 

Teacher's Motivational Strategies: Teacher's motivational strategies have a significant impact on 
students' learning motivation. Effective motivational strategies can enhance students' confidence and 
sense of achievement, stimulating their learning enthusiasm. For example, through timely and specific 
feedback, praising students' progress and efforts can stimulate their intrinsic motivation. Teachers can 
also provide appropriate external motivation by setting learning goals and reward mechanisms to enhance 
students' learning motivation. 

3.3 Students' Attitudes and Expectations towards Phonetics Learning 

Students' Attitudes towards Phonetics Learning: Many students recognize the importance of phonetic 
skills in English learning, but they often feel difficulties and pressure in the actual learning process. Some 
students feel inferior because of pronunciation inaccuracies and are reluctant to speak up and practice in 
class. This negative emotion and attitude seriously affect their learning outcomes and progress. Therefore, 
teachers need to help students overcome psychological barriers and build confidence through positive 
guidance and support. [5] 

Students' Expectations of Teaching Methods: Surveys show that students generally hope for more 
diverse and interactive classroom teaching. Monotonous lectures and mechanical imitation practice fail 



International Journal of New Developments in Education 
ISSN 2663-8169 Vol. 6, Issue 7: 166-171, DOI: 10.25236/IJNDE.2024.060727 

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK 
-169- 

to meet their learning needs and interests. Students expect to increase the interest and interactivity of the 
classroom through methods such as role-playing, phonetic games, situational dialogues, etc., to improve 
the effectiveness of phonetic learning. Additionally, students also hope to use multimedia resources and 
online learning platforms for autonomous learning and practice, flexibly arranging learning time and 
progress. 

Students' Expectations of Learning Resources: Students hope to access more diverse learning 
resources, including videos and audio materials with standard pronunciation, interactive phonetic 
exercise software, phonetic assessment tools, etc. These resources can help them engage in autonomous 
learning and practice after class, providing timely and accurate feedback to help them identify and correct 
pronunciation problems and improve learning effectiveness. 

Students' Expectations of Teacher Guidance: Students expect teachers to provide more personalized 
guidance and support, providing targeted tutoring and feedback based on their pronunciation problems 
and learning progress. Teachers should pay attention to each student's pronunciation characteristics and 
learning needs, use diverse teaching methods and motivational strategies to help them overcome learning 
difficulties and challenges, and enhance their learning motivation and phonetic skills. 

4. Design of Strategies Combining Phonetics Teaching in College English Classrooms with Student 
Learning Motivation 

4.1 Principles of Teaching Strategy Design 

Goal Orientation: Goal orientation ensures that teaching activities are closely aligned with teaching 
objectives. Each lesson and teaching segment should have clear learning objectives, and students should 
gradually improve their phonetic skills by achieving these objectives. When designing teaching strategies, 
teachers should first clarify the specific objectives that students need to achieve in phonetics, and then 
design relevant teaching content and activities around these objectives. For example, if the goal is to 
improve students' accuracy in syllable and stress, teachers should design relevant exercises and activities 
to help students master the correct pronunciation rules and techniques. Through clear goal setting, 
students can understand their learning progress and achievements clearly, enhancing their sense of 
accomplishment and motivation. [6] 

Learner-Centeredness: Learner-centeredness emphasizes that teaching activities should be student-
centered, meeting students' needs, characteristics, and learning styles. Each student has different 
language backgrounds and learning needs, so teaching strategies should be flexible to adapt to individual 
differences. Teachers should pay attention to student feedback, understand their difficulties and needs in 
phonetics learning, and adjust teaching methods and content accordingly. For example, by conducting 
classroom discussions and surveys, teachers can understand students' expectations and suggestions for 
phonetics teaching, and then adjust teaching strategies accordingly to ensure that each student can benefit 
maximally from the classroom. Learner-centered teaching strategies can enhance students' participation 
and initiative, making them more active and confident in the learning process. 

Diversity and Personalization: Diversity and personalization principles enhance teaching 
effectiveness through various motivational methods. Diverse teaching methods and learning resources 
can meet students' different interests and needs, stimulating their enthusiasm for learning. For example, 
teachers can provide a multisensory learning experience by using various resources such as audio and 
video materials, interactive phonetic exercise software, and virtual reality technology to enhance 
students' sense of participation and interest in learning. Personalized teaching strategies provide targeted 
guidance and support based on each student's actual situation. For example, teachers can design 
personalized phonetic practice plans based on students' pronunciation characteristics and learning 
progress to help them gradually overcome pronunciation problems and improve accuracy. 

4.2 Development and Application of Multimodal Teaching Resources 

Audio and Video Resources: Audio and video resources can provide standard pronunciation 
demonstrations to help students understand and imitate the correct pronunciation. By watching and 
listening to these resources, students can learn standard syllables, stress, and intonation, improving their 
pronunciation accuracy and fluency. For example, teachers can play English movie clips or speeches by 
celebrities in class, combined with classroom discussions and exercises, allowing students to learn and 
practice phonetics in authentic contexts. 
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Interactive Phonetic Exercise Software: Interactive phonetic exercise software can provide immediate 
feedback and assessment, helping students identify and correct pronunciation problems. For example, 
some phonetic exercise software can record students' pronunciation, compare it with standard 
pronunciation, and provide detailed feedback and improvement suggestions. Through this approach, 
students can learn and practice autonomously, gradually improving their pronunciation skills. 

Virtual Reality Technology: Virtual reality technology can provide an immersive learning experience, 
allowing students to practice and communicate in a virtual environment. For example, students can 
simulate real dialogue scenarios and interact with virtual characters through virtual reality devices. This 
immersive learning method can enhance students' phonetic practice effectiveness, improving their 
confidence and performance in actual communication. 

4.3 Design of Phonetics Learning Tasks and Activities 

Designing effective phonetics learning tasks and activities is an important way to improve students' 
motivation and practical application ability in phonetics learning. By diversifying tasks and activities, 
students' interest and enthusiasm for learning can be stimulated, enabling them to practice and apply 
phonetic skills in actual communication. 

Contextualized Phonetic Task Design: Contextualized phonetic tasks integrate phonetic practice into 
real communication contexts, allowing students to practice and apply phonetics in authentic contexts. 
For example, teachers can design tasks such as simulated dialogues, role-playing, and situational dramas, 
allowing students to practice phonetics in specific contexts. This approach can not only improve students' 
pronunciation accuracy and fluency but also enhance their actual communication skills and confidence. 

Group Cooperation and Role-Playing Activities: Group cooperation and role-playing activities can 
increase classroom interaction, enhance students' sense of participation and learning motivation. For 
example, teachers can organize students into groups for role-playing, allowing them to practice 
pronunciation and communication in different roles. This cooperative learning method can promote 
interaction and support among students, enhancing their teamwork and cooperation skills. 

Phonetic Competitions and Speech Activities: Phonetic competitions and speech activities provide 
opportunities for students to showcase and compete, stimulating their enthusiasm and sense of 
achievement in learning. For example, teachers can regularly organize phonetic or speech competitions, 
allowing students to demonstrate their phonetic abilities, and through evaluation and rewards, motivate 
them to continuously improve. This approach can not only improve students' phonetic skills but also 
enhance their confidence and presentation skills. 

By designing diverse phonetics learning tasks and activities, teachers can stimulate students' interest 
and enthusiasm for learning, improve their phonetics learning motivation and practical application ability. 
Combined with multimodal teaching resources and effective motivation mechanisms, these teaching 
strategies can significantly enhance the effectiveness of phonetics teaching in college English classrooms, 
helping students achieve better performance in actual communication. 

5. Conclusion  

This article systematically analyzes the necessity of integrating phonetics teaching in college English 
classrooms with student learning motivation and proposes specific teaching strategies and methods. The 
research shows that strategy design based on multimodal teaching resources and motivation mechanisms 
can effectively enhance students' learning motivation and phonetic abilities. Future research should 
further deepen the development and application of multimodal teaching resources, explore more 
diversified motivation mechanisms, and strengthen teacher training and support to promote continuous 
innovation and development in college English teaching. 
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