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ABSTRACT. Core Socialist values have three levels: objective value dimension, 
social value dimension and subjective value dimension. The growth of College 
Students' core socialist values shows staged characteristics: confusion and 
wait-and-see, adaptability and expansion, and behavioral practicality. The coupling 
between the level of College Students' core socialist values and the stage of College 
Students' core values growth is scientific and necessary. It is a model strategy for the 
cultivation of level-stage research of College Students' core socialist values to carry 
out targeted cultivation, stage cultivation, goal cultivation and resultant cultivation 
according to the level-stage of colleges and universities, grade-stage, group-stage 
and field-stage levels.  
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0. Introduction 

The report of the Nineteenth National Congress of the Communist Party of 

China pointed out that "the core socialist values are the concentrated embodiment of 

the spirit of contemporary China, condensing the common value pursuit of all of the 

people". The cultivation and practice of core socialist values "should focus on the 

cultivation of new people in the era of national rejuvenation". [1]
41

 Promoting the 

cultivation modes and ways of College Students' core socialist values and enhancing 

timeliness is an important issue to be studied urgently. To cultivate the core socialist 

values of contemporary college students by layers and stages is an important way to 

guide college students to turn theoretical freedom into theoretical consciousness. 
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[2]
93-97

 

I. The Hierarchy of Core Socialist Values and the Stage of the Growth of College 

Students' Core Values 

1.1 The Hierarchy of Socialist Core Values 

1.1.1 The structural level of core socialist values.  

1.1.1.1" Prosperity, democracy, civilization and harmony" is the goal value 

dimension of core socialist values. 

The goal setting of "prosperity, democracy, civilization and harmony" is the 

requirement of the overall development of the whole society which refers to the 

Chinese Dream and it is the value of the whole Chinese nation. It embodies the 

overall value demands of social politics, economy, culture and ecology, and 

commands the values of other levels. “Prosperity " is the core value of economic 

construction. “Democracy" is the core value of the political construction of 

socialism with Chinese characteristics and the common value pursuit of mankind. 

"Civilization" is the core value of cultural construction of socialism with Chinese 

characteristics and an important symbol of social progress. "Harmony" is the soul 

and core of the new human civilization, the friendly expression of the relationship 

between people, people and society, people and nature, and our common good 

aspiration and pursuit.  

1.1.1.2 "Freedom, equality, impartiality and legislation" is the social value 

dimension of core socialist values. 

"Freedom, equality, impartiality and legislation" is a vivid expression of a better 

society. "Freedom" is a value of ultimate pursuit and the value pursuit of social 

ideals. Socialism takes the pursuit of human freedom and all-round development as 

its fundamental purpose. "Equality" is the basic premise and value demand of 

society, and it is concerned about the equality of process and result. “Impartiality " is 

the prerequisite for any society to develop steadily and continuously. The core spirit 

of "legislation" is that the China's Constitution and law are above everything, and 
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there can be no organization or individual beyond the China's Constitution and law. 

In pursuit of socialist modernization country of prosperity, democracy, civilization 

and harmony, we must take freedom, equality, impartiality and legislation as the 

social value dimension of the core values.  

1.1.1.3"Patriotism, dedication, integrity and fraternization" is the subjective value 

dimension of core socialist values. 

As the value dimension of subjectivity, it points to the value goal at individual 

level, Patriotism is the dimension of political accomplishment, dedication is the 

dimension of professional ethics, integrity is the dimension of personal moral 

accomplishment, and fraternization is the dimension of of social harmony. These 

four dimensions are four in one, which together constitute the norms of daily 

behavior of individual citizens. 

1.2The Stage of the Development of College Students' Core Socialist Values 

1.2.1 The Confused and Wait-and-See Growth of College Students' Core Socialist 

Values in the Initial Stage 

in terms of lifestyle and habits, from family lifestyle to collective social lifestyle 

and independent lifestyle; in terms of goals, many college students need to rebuild 

new goals. In the process of transformation, all kinds of inadaptability will cause 

psychological pressure to them. The courses of ideological and moral cultivation 

offered by the colleges are the most direct way of college students' core socialist 

values at this stage.It is also the key period for the formation of College Students' 

outlook on the life, world and values. However, due to the characteristics of learning 

and living mode at this stage, the growth of their core socialist values at this stage 

presents the characteristics of confusion and wait-and-see. 

1.2.2 Adaptability and Expansion of College Students' Development of Core 

Socialist Values in the Intermediate Stage 

The main in the middle stage are the sophomores and juniors. their plasticity is 
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the strongest. At this stage, This education of stage is not only an extension period of 

College Students' professional knowledge, but also a period of College Students' 

reflection on their own growth process and professional diversion. Therefore, the 

growth effect of College Students' core socialist values at this stage is adaptive and 

expansive.  

1.2.3 Practical Behavior of College Students' Development of Core Socialist 

Values at Graduation Stage 

The study of theory should return to life and practice eventually. For graduating 

students who will enter the society soon, the content of classroom teaching 

decreases, the content of practice increases, and the initial contact with society will 

bring about great subtle changes in ideology and psychology. [3] 
158-159

During the 

period, colleges and universities will pay attention to the education of students' 

professional values and social responsibility in curriculum and life education, 

cultivate students' sense of gratitude and emotion, enhance their social morality, 

professional ethics and personal ideological and moral character, as well as the 

cultivation of legal consciousness, consciously fulfill their legal obligations, social 

responsibilities and family responsibilities, so that the growth of College Students' 

core socialist values in the graduation stage presents behavioral and practical 

characteristics. 

2. The coupling between the hierarchy of core socialist values and the stage of 

growth of College Students' core values  

Relevant research found that college students' recognition of the national, social 

and personal levels have hierarchical differences. Among them, the highest degree of 

recognition is patriotism, dedication, credibility and friendliness at the individual 

level, followed by the national level of prosperity, democracy, civilization and 

harmony, and finally freedom, equality, justice and the rule of law at the social level. 

[3] 
71

 Marxist theory on the all-round development of human beings provides a 

theoretical basis for the coupling of levels and stages, teaching students in 

accordance with their aptitude provides a scientific basis for the coupling of levels 

and stages. The hierarchical characteristics of subject and object in ideological and 
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political education are in line with the coupling of levels and stages. The regular 

pattern of moral formation and development in psychology provides the strategic 

guidance for the hierarchy and periodicity research of core socialist values of college 

students. 

2.1The confusion and wait-and-see in the initial stage needs the guidance of the 

target value dimension 

The education of core socialist values in this period is mainly guided by 

directional value dimension. For example, besides offering ideological and political 

courses at this stage, integrating core socialist values into Ideological and political 

education of College students, it also needs to be integrated into other courses, as 

well as carrying out targeted guidance and directional infection in campus activities 

and practices so as to enable students to grasp the scientific way of thinking and 

methods of Marxism quickly and systematically. 

2.2The adaptability and expansibility of the intermediate stage requires the 

improvement of self-cultivation of social value dimension. 

The main body of education in the intermediate stage is the sophomores and 

juniors, who need the social value dimension to improve their personal cultivation. 

In addition to smoothly penetrating the core socialist values into the teaching of 

various professional courses, it also needs to combine the personality and 

characteristics of each student, focusing on innovative education and differential 

education, it could be said to be the key stage of students' growth and success. 

2.3 The practice of graduation requires internalization of the value dimension of 

subjectivity 

Since there are many practical activities in this stage, the education of its 

subjective value dimension is mainly the education of social responsibility, namely 

"patriotism", "dedication", "honesty" and "friendliness". For college students who 

practice and participate in work, the core values of socialism, which mainly include 

social morality, honesty education, professional ethics and personal moral education 
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are the important criteria for their behavior practice. 

3. The Strategies of Strengthening the Stage Model of College Students' Core 

Socialist Values Cultivation 

3.1 Fostering in accordance with the level and stage of colleges and universities 

According to the function orientation of colleges and universities, they can be 

divided into research universities, teaching research universities, teaching 

undergraduate colleges, junior colleges and higher vocational colleges. The students 

of these four levels have different qualities, so the emphasis of cultivating core 

socialist values for college students is different. Generally speaking, at the level of 

undergraduate colleges and universities, teaching and scientific research are the 

main factors. The cultivation of core socialist values should focus on the penetration 

of academic ideas, focusing on discussing the background, profound connotation 

and great significance of the core socialist values. Colleges and universities at the 

junior college level mainly train professional skilled person. While paying attention 

to the improvement of students' ideological and political quality, they should 

combine core socialist values with vocational education. 

3.2 Phased education according to grades and stages 

As freshmen in universities generally present the characteristics of confusion and 

wait-and-see, the cultivation of core socialist values should focus on cognitive 

identity. Universities should set up special courses to enable freshmen to accept the 

education of Marxist ideals and beliefs and core socialist values systematically and 

comprehensively. Middle-grade students are in the period of adapting and expanding. 

They should pay attention to emotional identification in the cultivation of core 

socialist values. Emotional identity is a bridge between the transformation of core 

values from cognition to behavior. Graduates are in the stage of behavioral practice, 

so the cultivation of core socialist values for graduates should pay special attention 

to behavioral identification. 

3.3 Target cultivation according to the stage of group level 
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College students are divided into three levels: general students, student cadres 

and student party members. [4] 
149 

General students are the most common group 

among college students. For the cultivation of their core socialist values, colleges 

and universities should guide them to establish relatively solid theoretical foundation 

and profound cultural foundation. Student cadres are the leaders of college students, 

The requirements and standards of cultivating core socialist values of them are 

higher than those of ordinary students. Student Party members are outstanding 

representatives of college students. They should adhere to high standards in the 

cultivation of core socialist values. 

3.4 To cultivate the resultant force according to the stage of field level 

The cultivation of college students' core socialist values at the field level needs to 

start from three aspects: campus classroom, social practice and family life. The 

classroom field of cultivating core socialist values is mainly to give full play to the 

role of Ideological and political theory course as the main position and carry out 

systematic education of core socialist values. The field of social practice mainly 

connects with the social platform through campus practice activities, and enables 

college students to disseminate and understand the theoretical charm and value 

orientation of core socialist values through social practice, to enhance emotional 

experience and promote emotional identification. Family life field includes family 

field and daily life field. Family life field mainly include family style family 

education living environment, parents' behavior demonstration, which is also 

conducive to the cultivation of college students' core socialist values. 
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