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Abstract: Alisma orientale, commonly known as Asian water plantain, holds a prominent position in 
traditional Chinese medicine for its diverse therapeutic applications. This review delves into the 
multifaceted nature of this medicinal plant, focusing on its chemical composition and pharmacological 
activities. We provide a comprehensive overview of the recent advancements in the isolation and 
identification of its chemical constituents, highlighting the diverse array of compounds, including 
flavonoids, tannins, and polysaccharides, contributing to its therapeutic efficacy. Furthermore, we 
explore the pharmacological effects of these constituents, emphasizing their potential in treating various 
metabolic disorders. The paper examines the potent diuretic, hypolipidemic, and anti-inflammatory 
properties of A. orientale, detailing its mechanisms of action and clinical applications. We discuss the 
potential of this plant in managing conditions such as hyperlipidemia, obesity, diabetes, and 
cardiovascular disease, showcasing its growing importance in modern medicine. This review aims to 
shed light on the vast therapeutic potential of A. orientale and stimulate further research into its 
promising applications in treating metabolic disorders. 
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1. Introduction 

Alisma orientale, commonly known as Ze Xie in traditional Chinese medicine, is a perennial aquatic 
plant recognized for its significant therapeutic applications. Historically, the dried rhizomes of this plant 
have been employed to address various ailments including edema, urinary tract infections, and 
hyperlipidemia. Traditional uses were based on empirical observations of its diuretic and hypolipidemic 
effects, which have been corroborated by modern pharmacological research [1,2]. 

Recent scientific investigations have elucidated the rich array of bioactive compounds in Alisma 
orientale, such as terpenoids, sesquiterpenes, and flavonoids. These compounds have exhibited 
substantial pharmacological potential, demonstrating not only diuretic and lipid-lowering effects but also 
anti-inflammatory and immunomodulatory properties[3,4]. This convergence of traditional use and 
contemporary research underscores the relevance of Alisma orientale in modern pharmacology, fostering 
renewed interest in its therapeutic potentials. 

Furthermore, the diverse pharmacological actions of the plant, supported by both in vitro and in vivo 
studies, highlight its capability to modulate various biological pathways. These findings not only validate 
historical uses but also pave new avenues for clinical research and drug development. Integrating 
traditional knowledge with modern scientific techniques could lead to novel treatments for metabolic 
disorders and inflammatory conditions, reflecting the plant's significant role in the evolution of herbal 
medicine to meet contemporary health challenges[5,6]. 

In addition to the pharmacological aspects, it is crucial to consider the safety profile of Alisma 
orientale, particularly regarding long-term use. Longitudinal studies could provide insights into the 
chronic safety of Alisma orientale, which is often lacking in scientific literature but is common in 
traditional practice. Additionally, research into the environmental sustainability of harvesting Alisma 
orientale, considering its status as an aquatic plant, is essential to understand the ecological impacts of 
its widespread use and cultivation practices. Ensuring sustainable benefits for future generations without 
depleting natural resources is critical. 
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2. Chemical Constituents of Alisma orientale 

Recent research has isolated various bioactive compounds from Alisma orientale, focusing on 
terpenoids, sesquiterpenes, and flavonoids. These studies have explored both traditional roles and novel 
therapeutic potentials and mechanisms of these compounds. 

2.1 Terpenoids 

Terpenoids in Alisma orientale have garnered significant interest due to their varied and potent 
pharmacological activities, including lipid modulation, anti-inflammatory effects, and neuroprotective 
effects. Future research could expand on the interaction between terpenoids and the human microbiome. 
Many compounds impact gut flora, which in turn affects overall health, suggesting that terpenoids may 
modulate gut bacteria to provide additional health benefits, particularly in digestive health and systemic 
inflammation. 

2.1.1 Alisol A 

Lipid Metabolism: Alisol A is a potent cholesterol-lowering agent. Ho C et al.[7] have shown that it 
inhibits HMG-CoA reductase. Furthermore, Chen Q et al.[8] discovered that it boosts LDL receptor 
expression, enhancing LDL clearance in hepatocytes. Future investigations could focus on the 
mechanisms of cholesterol transport and recycling mediated by Alisol A, using advanced imaging and 
molecular techniques to elucidate the cellular pathways involved. 

Anti-inflammatory Effects: Alisol A exhibits significant anti-inflammatory properties. Zhang L et 
al.[9] found a marked reduction in cytokine production in immune cells. Additional studies should explore 
the precise pathways through which Alisol A modulates inflammatory responses, particularly its effects 
on key inflammatory mediators and receptors. 

Future studies might investigate the effects of alisol A on cholesterol transport and recycling within 
the body, not just its reduction. Advanced imaging and molecular techniques could trace the pathways 
by which alisol A affects cholesterol at the cellular level, providing a detailed map of its influence on 
lipid metabolism. 

Neuroprotective Potential: Recent investigations, including those by Song Z et al. [10], have explored 
the neuroprotective effects of Alisol A. This compound shows potential in neurodegenerative disease 
models by inhibiting amyloid-beta aggregation, suggesting its role in neuroprotection could be pivotal in 
treating conditions like Alzheimer's disease. 

2.1.2 Alisol B 

Hepatoprotective Properties: Alisol B has demonstrated significant effects against liver fibrosis as 
noted by Zhang L et al.[9]. Wu C et al.[11] in 2018 further elucidated that alisol B modulates autophagy 
pathways in hepatocytes, thus protecting against oxidative stress. Future research should focus on the 
potential role of alisol B in hepatic regeneration. Preclinical trials could utilize liver injury models to 
determine whether alisol B can enhance the repair and regeneration of liver tissues, which is vital for 
patients recovering from hepatic diseases or undergoing hepatic surgery. 

Renal Effects: Beyond its hepatic benefits, alisol B also enhances renal function by improving the 
glomerular filtration rate (GFR), as shown by Choi E et al. [5], Zhang L et al. [9], and Liu M et al. [12]. 
Further studies might investigate its protective effects against nephrotoxic agents, potentially reducing 
the incidence of drug-induced nephropathy. 

2.1.3 Alisol C 

Anti-inflammatory Activity: Alisol C effectively controls inflammation by modulating signaling 
pathways. Su S et al.[13] highlighted its role in inhibiting the NF-kB pathway, while Zhang M et al.[14] 

observed its effects on the JAK-STAT pathway, expanding its potential uses in managing chronic 
inflammatory conditions. 

Anticancer Potential: Alisol C has been shown to inhibit the proliferation of cancer cells, including 
breast and colon cancer, through mechanisms such as apoptosis and cell cycle arrest as found by Ge J et 
al.[15]. Future molecular studies should explore the synergistic effects of alisol C with conventional 
chemotherapy agents to enhance their efficacy and mitigate side effects, which could revolutionize cancer 
therapy by developing more effective and less toxic treatment options. 
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2.2 Sesquiterpenes and Flavonoids 

Research into these compounds has shown not only traditional anti-inflammatory and antioxidant 
properties but also more specific actions in disease models. The sesquiterpenes and flavonoids in Alisma 
orientale could also be investigated for their potential effects on aging and longevity. Studies might 
explore how these compounds influence age-related cellular processes, such as cellular senescence and 
mitochondrial function, which could lead to applications in anti-aging therapies. 

Sesquiterpenes: Beyond anti-inflammatory actions, sesquiterpenes from Alisma orientale have shown 
antiviral activities, particularly against influenza and herpes simplex viruses, as per studies by Choi E et 
al.[5]. Further investigations could assess the mechanisms by which sesquiterpenes exert their antiviral 
activities. Understanding the interaction between these compounds and viral replication pathways could 
help in designing targeted antiviral drugs that are more effective and less likely to lead to resistance. 

Flavonoids: Flavonoids are recognized for their role in cardiovascular health. Qin D N et al.[16] 

reported that specific flavonoids in Alisma orientale improve endothelial function and reduce arterial 
stiffness in hypertensive patients. Expanding research into the cardiovascular benefits of flavonoids could 
include their effects on biomarkers for heart disease, such as C-reactive protein (CRP) and other 
inflammatory cytokines. Clinical trials might evaluate the long-term benefits of flavonoid 
supplementation from Alisma orientale on heart disease outcomes. 

2.3 Clinical Applications and Experimental Research 

Recent clinical and experimental research has expanded our understanding of the therapeutic 
potentials of Alisma orientale's compounds, particularly in their application to human health beyond 
traditional uses. Given the promising results from clinical trials and experimental studies, further research 
could focus on developing formulation strategies to improve the bioavailability and delivery of Alisma 
orientale compounds. This might include nanoparticle-based delivery systems or modified release 
formulations that could enhance the therapeutic effects and patient compliance. 

2.3.1 Clinical Trials 

Alisol A: A case-control study by Ho C et al.[7] evaluated alisol A in patients with hyperlipidemia, 
showing substantial reductions in LDL-C and total cholesterol levels compared to the placebo group. 
This confirms alisol A's potential as an effective natural lipid-lowering agent. Future studies might focus 
on larger, multi-center trials to validate these findings and assess the long-term cardiovascular benefits 
and safety profile of alisol A. 

Alisol B: Ongoing clinical research into alisol B’s diuretic and hepatoprotective effects has shown 
promise, particularly in patients with chronic liver diseases. Early clinical outcomes have demonstrated 
improvements in liver function tests and reductions in liver stiffness measurements[5,9]. Moving forward, 
phase III trials could be crucial in confirming these initial findings and determining the long-term efficacy 
and safety of alisol B, aiming to gather comprehensive data for regulatory approval and broader clinical 
application. 

2.3.2 Experimental Studies 

Antioxidant Properties: Recent studies have investigated the strong antioxidant capabilities of 
sesquiterpenes and flavonoids in Alisma orientale. These compounds have been shown to significantly 
reduce oxidative stress markers such as ROS, TBARS, free radicals, and peroxides in models induced by 
palmitate and tert-butyl hydroperoxide[17,18]. Future research could explore the mechanisms through 
which these antioxidants confer protection at the cellular level, possibly extending to human clinical 
trials to evaluate their effectiveness in reducing oxidative damage in various chronic diseases. 

Neurodegenerative Disease Models: Flavonoids from Alisma orientale have demonstrated potential 
benefits in neurodegenerative diseases, particularly in rodent models of Alzheimer's disease. Song Z et 
al.[10] found that these flavonoids could mitigate cognitive decline by safeguarding synaptic functions and 
minimizing neuronal loss. Further experimental research should delve into the molecular interactions and 
pathways influenced by these flavonoids, assessing their potential as therapeutic agents in slowing the 
progression of neurodegenerative conditions. 

Additionally, ongoing studies could investigate the genetic and molecular determinants of response 
to Alisma orientale treatment, identifying biomarkers that predict therapeutic efficacy or potential 
adverse reactions. This precision medicine approach could tailor treatment regimens to individual 



Frontiers in Medical Science Research 
ISSN 2618-1584 Vol. 6, Issue 6: 47-53, DOI: 10.25236/FMSR.2024.060607 

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK 
-50- 

patients, potentially enhancing outcomes across various pathologies. 

3. Pharmacological Effects 

Alisma orientale has shown promising antioxidative properties in addition to its well-known effects. 
Research indicates that the antioxidative actions of specific terpenoids and flavonoids in the plant may 
augment its anti-inflammatory capabilities, presenting a multi-targeted approach to disease management. 
This potential synergy between antioxidative and anti-inflammatory effects warrants further exploration 
to fully understand the underlying mechanisms and optimize therapeutic strategies. 

3.1 Diuretic and Hypolipidemic Effects 

The compounds in Alisma orientale, particularly alisol derivatives, play crucial roles in its traditional 
use for treating edema and managing lipid disorders. 

3.1.1 Diuretic Action 

Mechanisms of Action: Alisol B promotes urine production by modulating renal sodium and 
potassium channels, aiding in the excretion of excess fluids. Studies like those by Zhang et al.[19] have 
noted an increase in the expression of aquaporins and changes in renal tubular reabsorption. Investigating 
the synergistic effects of alisol B with other diuretic agents could improve its efficacy and potentially 
reduce the risks of electrolyte imbalance. Further research might also examine how alisol B influences 
other renal transport mechanisms and its impact on renal health over prolonged use. 

Clinical Relevance: Clinical studies by Chen et al.[20] confirmed the efficacy of Alisma orientale in 
patients with congestive heart failure, significantly reducing edema without causing electrolyte 
imbalance, a common side effect of synthetic diuretics. Future studies could evaluate the long-term 
effects of Alisma orientale on kidney function and overall cardiovascular health, contributing to safer 
treatment protocols for chronic conditions. 

3.1.2 Hypolipidemic Action 

Gene Regulation: The lipid-lowering effects of alisol compounds are linked to the downregulation of 
key genes in lipid metabolism, such as SREBP-1c and FAS, which are essential for the synthesis of 
cholesterol and triglycerides, as detailed by Qian Z K et al.[1]. Future studies could explore the interaction 
of these regulatory effects with lipid-modulating therapies, such as statins, to potentially enhance 
therapeutic outcomes for patients with hyperlipidemia. 

Experimental Evidence: Treatment with Alisma orientale extract significantly reduced body weight 
and fat mass, including abdominal subcutaneous, perirenal, and epididymal fat, in animal models fed a 
high-fat diet[21,22]. Histological analysis revealed that doses of 100 and 300 mg/kg of Alisma orientale 
water extract diminished adipocyte size in fatty tissues compared to controls on a standard diet[23]. Future 
research should focus on the cellular mechanisms by which Alisma orientale extracts influence adipocyte 
metabolism and differentiation, offering insights into its potential benefits for treating obesity and 
metabolic syndrome. 

The ongoing investigation into the pharmacological effects of Alisma orientale suggests a broad 
therapeutic potential, not only in managing specific diseases like edema and hyperlipidemia but also in 
offering systemic benefits that could address multiple aspects of metabolic health. These studies pave the 
way for the development of integrative treatment options that leverage the natural properties of Alisma 
orientale to enhance patient outcomes in various chronic conditions. 

3.2 Anti-inflammatory and Immunomodulatory Effects 

Alisma orientale's ability to modulate inflammatory and immune responses highlights its potential 
for treating various inflammatory disorders. 

3.2.1 Anti-inflammatory Mechanisms 

Cytokine Inhibition: The plant effectively inhibits the production of key pro-inflammatory cytokines, 
such as TNF-alpha, IL-6, and IL-1beta. Kim et al.[24] revealed that alisol compounds attenuate these 
cytokines via inhibition of the NF-kB pathway. Future research should focus on the duration and 
sustainability of cytokine suppression, examining whether long-term administration maintains its anti-
inflammatory efficacy without adverse effects, which is essential for chronic inflammatory conditions 
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such as rheumatoid arthritis and inflammatory bowel disease. 

Experimental Models: Kim et al.[24]also showed that Alisma orientale significantly significantly 
mitigates inflammation in models of acute lung injury (ALI). The plant’s ethanol extract, when 
administered intratracheally following LPS induction, not only reduced lung inflammation but also 
improved survival rates. Future investigations should assess if these anti-inflammatory effects are 
replicable in other respiratory conditions, potentially positioning Alisma orientale as a therapeutic option 
for diseases like asthma, COPD, and even acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), where 
inflammation plays a pivotal role. 

3.2.2 Immunomodulatory Properties 

Macrophage Modulation: Research by Jang M K et al.[25] and Han C W et al.[18] has shown that 
this plant modulates macrophage activity, which enhances phagocytosis and alters cytokine secretion 
profiles, reinforcing its role in immune regulation. Further studies should explore the impact of Alisma 
orientale on the function of other immune cells, including dendritic cells and T-regulatory cells. Such 
research could elucidate how the plant affects antigen presentation and the maintenance of immune 
tolerance, potentially providing insights into its broader immunomodulatory effects. 

T-cell Balance: Yi Y S et al.[26] observed that Alisma orientale extracts can modulate the balance of 
T-helper cells, encouraging a shift from a Th1-dominated to a more balanced Th1/Th2 immune response 
in autoimmune conditions. Expanding this research to examine the effects on B-cell function and 
antibody production could be particularly valuable. Investigating how the plant influences B-cell 
regulatory mechanisms and autoantibody production might offer new therapeutic avenues for managing 
autoimmune diseases such as lupus and multiple sclerosis, where B-cell activity is crucial. 

4. Therapeutic Potentials and Future Directions 

While the foundational research on Alisma orientale has shown substantial promise, advancing these 
findings to clinical applications is still at an early stage. This situation provides a critical opportunity for 
future research to effectively bridge the gap between its traditional uses and modern medical applications, 
ensuring that its therapeutic potential is fully realized in a clinical setting. 

4.1 Clinical Trials and Safety 

To bring Alisma orientale into the mainstream of clinical practice, rigorous clinical trials are essential. 
These studies will need to confirm the efficacy and safety of its compounds in human populations. Future 
research should prioritize: 

Developing Standardized Extracts: It is crucial to ensure that Alisma orientale extracts used in trials 
are consistent in their composition[5]. This involves standardizing manufacturing processes and 
implementing stringent quality control measures to monitor the stability and activity of bioactive 
components over time. Collaborations between researchers, herbalists, and pharmaceutical companies 
are necessary to establish industry-wide standards that could facilitate broader acceptance and integration 
into clinical practice. 

Establishing Dosing Guidelines: Comprehensive studies to determine optimal dosages for different 
conditions and populations. Establishing dosing guidelines will require a multi-phase approach, starting 
with dose-ranging studies to determine the minimal effective dose and maximum tolerated dose. This 
should be followed by randomized controlled trials to assess efficacy at the determined optimal dosages. 

Identifying Potential Interactions: Investigating how Alisma orientale interacts with conventional 
medications and other herbal compounds. Studies on potential interactions should include both 
pharmacodynamic and pharmacokinetic aspects, focusing on how Alisma orientale may alter the effects 
of other drugs through metabolic pathways such as cytochrome P450 enzymes, which could influence 
both efficacy and safety profiles. 

4.2 Metabolic Disorders 

The impact of Alisma orientale on lipid metabolism and inflammation suggests its potential utility in 
treating metabolic disorders, which are increasingly prevalent worldwide: 

Diabetes: Exploring how alisol compounds affect insulin sensitivity and glucose metabolism. Further 
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research might include detailed mechanistic studies exploring how alisol compounds interact with 
cellular signaling pathways involved in insulin regulation and glucose uptake, potentially leading to 
novel therapeutic agents targeting these metabolic pathways in diabetic patients. 

Obesity: Assessing the role of Alisma orientale in fat accumulation and appetite regulation. 
Investigating effects on neuroendocrine factors regulating appetite and satiety could provide insights into 
its potential for managing obesity. Animal models and pilot human studies could assess changes in 
appetite, caloric intake, and body composition with Alisma orientale extract administration. 

Metabolic Syndrome: Studying combined effects on blood pressure, lipid levels, and body weight. 
Comprehensive studies could evaluate holistic benefits on multiple components of metabolic syndrome, 
including assessing impacts on endothelial function, arterial stiffness, and inflammatory markers 
alongside traditional metabolic parameters. 

Overall, advancing the therapeutic applications of Alisma orientale requires a concerted effort in 
clinical research and collaboration across disciplines to ensure that its benefits are accessible and relevant 
in modern healthcare settings. 

5. Future Perspectives  

The integration of Alisma orientale into therapeutic regimes holds substantial promise for addressing 
a variety of metabolic and inflammatory disorders. The plant's diverse pharmacological properties 
suggest it could play a crucial role in developing novel, more natural treatment options, particularly 
appealing given the global trend towards holistic and preventive health care. 

5.1 Pharmacogenomics  

Future research could explore the pharmacogenomics of Alisma orientale, examining how genetic 
variations among individuals affect responses to its treatment, paving the way for personalized medicine 
approaches. This could include genome-wide association studies to identify genetic markers predicting 
responsiveness to Alisma orientale, tailoring treatments to individual genetic profiles for improved 
outcomes. 

5.2 Global Health Applications 

Investigating the efficacy of Alisma orientale in diverse populations could provide insights into its 
universal applicability and potential as a global health solution. Cross-cultural studies comparing efficacy 
and safety in different ethnic groups with varying genetic, dietary, and environmental backgrounds could 
inform its pharmacodynamics and pharmacokinetics. 

5.3 Combination Therapies  

Developing combination therapies where Alisma orientale is used with other treatments to enhance 
efficacy or mitigate side effects. Research could focus on integrating Alisma orientale with existing drug 
regimens for chronic diseases such as diabetes and hypertension, exploring synergistic effects and 
potential reductions in adverse effects. 

Exploring Alisma orientale reaffirms its value within traditional Chinese medicine and illustrates its 
potential integration into contemporary medical paradigms. Continued research and clinical validation 
are crucial in transforming this traditional herb into a cornerstone of modern therapeutic strategies. 
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