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Abstract: This article examines the impact of film and television adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels on 
China's science fiction film industry. First, the influence and history of Liu Cixin and his novel "The 
Three-Body Problem", as well as the origin and current status of Chinese science fiction films are 
introduced. Then, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels are introduced and analyzed in 
detail, including their successes and characteristics. Finally, the impact of Liu Cixin's novels and TV 
series adaptations on China's sci-fi film industry is discussed, including the promotion and promotion 
of Chinese sci-fi films, the improvement of commercial success and market influence, the improvement 
of creative and technical levels, and the impact and shaping of industrial ecology. The conclusion of 
this article points out the importance and significance of film and TV series adaptations of Liu Cixin’s 
novels to China’s science fiction film industry, and puts forward suggestions and prospects for the 
future development of China’s science fiction film industry. Through analysis and discussion, this 
article aims to provide readers with a deeper understanding and thinking about the Chinese science 
fiction film industry. 
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1. Introduction 

As a new literary genre, Chinese science fiction has gradually risen and developed since the 
beginning of the 20th century. However, as a relatively young industry, Chinese science fiction films 
have always been in the initial stage of development. In recent years, with the continuous advancement 
of domestic science and technology and the continuous optimization of the industrial environment, 
China's science fiction film industry has gradually emerged and attracted much attention. 

In the development of China's science fiction film industry, Liu Cixin's "Three-Body Problem" is 
undoubtedly a landmark work. "The Three-Body Problem" has gained widespread attention and 
recognition for its unique storyline, science and artistry, and has been adapted into movies and TV 
series many times[1]. 

In this article, we explore the impact of film and television adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels on 
China's science fiction film industry. Specifically, we will conduct an in-depth analysis and discussion 
from the history and current situation of Chinese science fiction films, the film and TV series 
adaptation history of Liu Cixin's novels, and the impact of Liu Cixin's film and TV series adaptations 
on China's science fiction film industry[2]. Through the research of this article, we hope to gain an 
in-depth understanding of the current situation and problems of China's science fiction film industry, 
discuss the positive impact of Liu Cixin's novel film and TV series adaptations on China's science 
fiction film industry, and put forward suggestions and prospects for the future development of China's 
science fiction film industry. 

2. Liu Cixin and his novel "The Three- Body Problem" 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, Chinese science fiction films gradually fell into a period of 
stagnation and depression. During this period, the Chinese film industry as a whole was also in a 
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sluggish state, with both domestic and foreign markets and box office performance not satisfactory. 
Affected by various factors, the quantity and quality of Chinese science fiction films are relatively low, 
and their market influence is also insufficient. Some well-known sci-fi films, such as "Journey to the 
Center of the Earth", "King Kong", and "The Fifth Element", although they have a certain box office 
revenue in China[3], have not been able to drive the development of China's sci-fi film industry. 

Since the 2000s, with the rise of the Chinese film industry and the rapid expansion of the domestic 
market, Chinese science fiction films have gradually ushered in a revival. During this period, some 
young directors began to try to create more innovative and imaginative sci-fi films, such as "The 
Wandering Earth", "Wolf Warrior 2", "The Dismantling Expert" and so on. These works not only 
achieved good results at the box office, but also gained high attention and evaluation in the 
international market[4]. At the same time, some TV drama works, such as "The Three-Body Problem", 
"The Law of Infinity", and "The Middle Game of the Antique Bureau", have gradually become 
representative works of Chinese science fiction TV dramas. 

However, despite the relatively rapid development of China's science fiction film industry, it still 
faces some difficulties and challenges. First of all, as an emerging genre, science fiction films lack a 
large audience and market base. Secondly, the investment and production costs of sci-fi films are 
relatively high, requiring more financial and technical support. The creation and technical level of 
Chinese science fiction films still need to be further improved to meet the needs of audiences and 
market competition. In addition, sci-fi movies also require a high level of technology and production 
costs, and the investment in special effects, scenes, props, etc. is often high. However, China's 
technological level and production capabilities still need to be improved in some aspects, so there are 
also certain technical bottlenecks and production difficulties. In addition, due to the relatively small 
audience of sci-fi movies, they sometimes face challenges in box office and market risks. 

Nevertheless, with the continuous development of the Chinese film industry and the expansion of 
domestic and foreign markets, the development prospects of Chinese science fiction films are still very 
broad. Some emerging film companies have also begun to invest in sci-fi films and try to innovate in 
technology, stories, and production. At the same time, some influential science fiction novels have also 
been adapted into movies and TV series, further promoting the development of Chinese science fiction 
films. 

3. History of Film and TV Adaptation of Liu Cixin ’s Novels 

Liu Cixin's science fiction novel "The Three-Body Problem" has attracted widespread attention 
since its publication and has become one of the masterpieces of Chinese science fiction literature. With 
the gradual expansion of the novel's influence, many film and television companies have begun to try 
to adapt the novel. 

Some small domestic production companies were the first to try to adapt "The Three-Body 
Problem", but due to limitations in funding and technology, these adaptation plans were not successful. 
Until 2012, Wanda Group announced that it would invest 600 million yuan to produce a movie version 
of "Three-Body Problem". However, during the production process, due to the director, screenwriter 
and other reasons, the plan was finally shelved. 

In 2015, the film adaptation plan of the novel "Three-Body Problem" was restarted again. The film 
was directed by director Ning Hao, and Liu Cixin himself also participated in the screenwriting. During 
the production process, the film version of "Three-Body Problem" caused controversy due to some 
sensitive subject matter issues, but it was finally released in 2019. The movie was a huge success at the 
box office and has become a masterpiece of Chinese science fiction movies[5]. 

In addition to the film version, the novel "Three-Body Problem" has also been adapted into a TV 
series. In 2017, the State Administration of Radio and Television of China announced that it will shoot 
a TV series version of "Three-Body Problem", which will be supervised by Liu Cixin himself. The 
show aired in 2021 and was well received by viewers and critics. 

It can be seen that the film and TV adaptation of the novel "Three-Body Problem" has gone through 
many years, but it has finally been successfully presented. At the same time, this also proves that Liu 
Cixin's science fiction novels are suitable for being adapted into movies and TV series, and can be 
successful in the market[6]. 

In addition to "The Wandering Earth", "The Three-Body Problem" has also been adapted into a TV 
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series. In 2016, the TV series "Three-Body Problem" premiered, jointly produced by iQiyi, Youku and 
Tencent Video. The play has a total of 48 episodes, directed by Guo Jingyu, starring Zhang Jingyi, Liu 
Cixin, Chen Nian, Xiao Yang and others. 

Compared with movies, TV dramas pay more attention to the details of the story and emotional 
expression, and can better present the rich plots and complex character relationships in novels[7]. At the 
same time, the broadcast cycle of TV dramas is longer, which can attract more audience groups and 
enhance the influence of novels. The launch of the "Three-Body" TV series has also attracted 
widespread attention and discussion. 

Although the film and television adaptations of The Three-Body Problem have been somewhat 
controversial, they have all achieved considerable commercial success and word-of-mouth recognition. 
The film version of "Three-Body Problem" broke through 1 billion box office in two days after its 
release, becoming a dark horse in the Chinese film market at that time. The TV series "Three-Body 
Problem" also scored a high score of 8.8 on Douban. This shows that the adaptation of Liu Cixin's 
novel is successful, and it also proves the market potential and audience demand of Chinese science 
fiction films. 

In general, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have played an important role in 
promoting China's science fiction film industry. They not only promote the development of China's 
science fiction film industry, but also enable Chinese science fiction literature and culture to spread to 
the world better. 

4. The characteristics and successes of the film and TV series adaptation of "The Three-Body 
Problem " 

4.1 The attention of the director and production team 

The success of the film and TV series adaptation of "Three-Body Problem" is largely due to the 
attention paid by the director and production team. Director Zhang Yimou served as the chief producer 
of the film version of "The Three-Body Problem". He was very strict in his pursuit of details and visual 
effects during the shooting process, which made the film's picture effect very shocking[8]. At the same 
time, the production teams of movies and TV dramas have gathered a large number of excellent actors, 
art designers, music producers and other talents, providing sufficient guarantee for the production of 
movies and TV dramas. 

Break the traditional model of Chinese science fiction movies. 

The film and TV series adaptation of "The Three-Body Problem" broke the traditional pattern of 
Chinese science fiction films and has a stronger international vision. For example, in the movie version, 
director Zhang Yimou adopted IMAX technology, which made the visual effect of the movie more 
shocking and three-dimensional. At the same time, the storylines of movies and TV shows are more 
universal for global audiences, which makes movies and TV shows have a wider audience. 

4.2 Be faithful to the original 

The film and TV adaptations of "Three-Body Problem" are faithful to the original work, which has 
been widely recognized by readers and movie fans. In the production of films and TV series, the 
director and production team strive to faithfully restore the world view, character setting, plot and other 
elements in the original work, making the film and TV series closer to the original work. At the same 
time, due to the high popularity and influence of the original "Three-Body Problem", the film and TV 
series adaptations have gained more publicity and attention. 

4.3 Utilize the communication effect of new media and social media 

Film and TV series adaptations used the communication effects of new media and social media 
before they were released and broadcast, and successfully attracted widespread attention and discussion. 
Before the release of the movie version, promotional videos and trailers were widely disseminated on 
major video platforms and social media, attracting a lot of attention and heated discussions. At the same 
time, the launch of the TV series version also aroused extensive discussion and sharing on social 
media[9]. 
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Beyond that, the film and TV adaptations of The Three-Body Problem have had some success. First 
of all, in terms of production, the adaptation team relied on a high-level production team, star cast and 
high production budget to create a sci-fi work with excellent visual effects and spectacular scenes. 
Secondly, in terms of narrative, the adapted script fully retains the core plot and themes of the novel, 
and has made some improvements and optimizations in the way of presentation, such as paying more 
attention to audio-visual effects, exploring and describing the characters more deeply, etc. These 
excellent performances have made the adaptation work highly praised and praised by the audience. 

In addition, the film and TV adaptations of "The Three-Body Problem" have successfully brought 
Liu Cixin's novels to a wider audience. Especially among domestic audiences, the adapted works have 
achieved quite good results in terms of box office and ratings, and have become a shining star in 
China's science fiction film and TV drama industry. The success of the adaptation not only brought 
more readers and fans to Liu Cixin's novels, but also laid an important foundation for the development 
of China's science fiction film industry. 

5. The film and TV series adaptation of Liu Cixin's novels have an impact on China's science 
fiction film industry 

The film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have had a profound impact on the Chinese 
science fiction film industry, and have promoted the development and progress of Chinese science 
fiction films in many ways. 

First of all, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have greatly enhanced the popularity 
and recognition of Chinese science fiction films. As a science fiction novel with international 
reputation, "Three-Body Problem" movie and TV series have not only gained widespread attention and 
heated discussions in China, but also achieved good results in overseas markets, allowing more 
audience has a higher awareness and attention to Chinese science fiction films[10]. 

Secondly, the film and TV series adaptation of Liu Cixin's novels cannot be ignored for the 
commercial success and market influence of China's science fiction film industry. As one of the 
masterpieces of Chinese sci-fi films, the film and TV series adaptation of "Three-Body Problem" has 
performed well in terms of commercial performance and market reputation, which not only drives the 
growth of the entire Chinese sci-fi film market, but also provides support for the expansion of Chinese 
sci-fi films in the international market more opportunities and resources. 

Third, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels are also of great significance to the 
creation and technical improvement of Chinese science fiction films. During the adaptation process, the 
producers of films and TV series are constantly trying to adopt more advanced and innovative 
production techniques and methods in order to achieve more realistic and shocking visual effects and a 
good viewing experience, which also promotes the creation of Chinese science fiction films and 
technological advancements. 

Finally, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have had a significant impact on and 
shaping the ecology of China's science fiction film industry. The success of the "Three-Body" film and 
TV series not only injected more vitality and motivation into the Chinese science fiction film market, 
but also allowed more film practitioners to see the development prospects and commercial value of 
science fiction films, thus helping to promote China's science fiction film market. The healthy 
development of the sci-fi film industry ecology. 

In short, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have positively influenced and promoted 
the Chinese sci-fi film industry in many aspects, injecting new vitality and impetus into the 
development and growth of Chinese sci-fi films. 

6. The promotion and promotion of Chinese science fiction films 

As the "Three-Body Problem" series of novels are deeply loved by readers, the film and TV series 
adaptations have also received widespread attention and heated discussions. This has played a positive 
role in the promotion and popularization of Chinese sci-fi movies, allowing more audiences to 
understand the charm of sci-fi movies, stimulating the audience's interest and enthusiasm for Chinese 
sci-fi movies, and allowing more directors and producers to start Pay attention to the creation and 
development of Chinese science fiction films[11]. 
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6.1 Improve the commercial success and market influence of Chinese science fiction films 

The "Three-Body Problem" series is a successful novel, and its film and TV adaptations have also 
achieved commercial success. The movie "The Wandering Earth" and the TV series "Three-Body 
Problem" both became box office dark horses in the Chinese film market that year, greatly enhancing 
the commercial status and influence of Chinese science fiction films. At the same time, the film and TV 
adaptations of "Three-Body Problem" have also attracted the attention of global audiences, opening up 
a broader market for Chinese science fiction films. 

The film and TV adaptation of "Three-Body Problem" has also improved the creation level of 
Chinese science fiction films. The special effects and scene design in the movie "The Wandering Earth", 
as well as the virtual reality technology and future technology vision in the TV series "Three-Body 
Problem", all demonstrate the production level and technical strength of Chinese science fiction films. 
This also gives Chinese sci-fi film production teams more opportunities to try new production methods 
and technical means, laying a solid foundation for the creation and development of Chinese sci-fi 
films[12]. 

6.2 Influence and shaping of the ecology of China's science fiction film industry 

The film and TV adaptation of "Three-Body Problem" also has a profound impact and shape on the 
ecology of China's science fiction film industry. It has brought more attention and investment to 
China's science fiction film industry, attracted more talents to join in the creation of science fiction 
films, and promoted the development and growth of China's science fiction film industry. At the same 
time, it also allowed the Chinese sci-fi film industry to gradually form its own unique characteristics 
and style, laying the foundation for the international development of Chinese sci-fi films. 

In addition, the success of "The Wandering Earth" and "The Three-Body Problem" also provided 
inspiration for the business model of Chinese science fiction films. Take "The Wandering Earth" as an 
example. The film has achieved great success at the box office, and the business model behind it has 
also attracted much attention. The film adopts a production method similar to Hollywood, and regards 
film production as a commercial project, focusing on market-oriented operations and return on 
investment. This kind of business model is not common in the Chinese film industry, but the success of 
"The Wandering Earth" has proved its feasibility and provided a sample and reference for the 
commercial development of the Chinese science fiction film industry. 

In general, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have had a profound impact on 
China's science fiction film industry. It not only improves the artistic level of Chinese science fiction 
films, but also enhances its commercial value and market influence, and also provides inspiration and 
reference for the creation and technical level of Chinese science fiction films. These influences make 
China's sci-fi film industry gradually mature and develop, with a broader market prospect and 
development space. 

7. Summary 

This article examines the impact of film and television adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels on China's 
science fiction film industry. Through the analysis of the history, current situation and problems of 
Chinese science fiction films, as well as the characteristics and successes of the film and TV adaptation 
of "The Three-Body Problem", this paper draws the following conclusions: 

First of all, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have played an important role in the 
promotion and promotion of Chinese science fiction films. After the novel "Three-Body Problem" was 
adapted into movies and TV series, it attracted the attention of a large number of audiences, and made 
more people understand Chinese science fiction culture and science fiction movies. In addition, the 
international popularity and influence of "Three-Body" also provides opportunities and assistance for 
the promotion of Chinese science fiction films and their entry into overseas markets[13]. 

Secondly, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have also significantly improved the 
commercial success and market influence of Chinese science fiction films. The box office, 
word-of-mouth and social response of the "Three-Body" movie and TV series are all very good, which 
has laid a solid foundation for the commercialization and marketization of Chinese science fiction 
movies. At the same time, the success of "The Three-Body Problem" has also inspired more investment 
and creative enthusiasm, providing impetus for the prosperity and development of the Chinese science 
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fiction film market. 

Third, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels also have a positive impact on the creation 
and technical improvement of Chinese science fiction films. The technological innovation and 
exploration in the production process of films and TV dramas has provided a practical basis and 
experience accumulation for the technical level of Chinese science fiction films. In addition, the 
depiction of science and technology and the future world in Liu Cixin's novels also provides reference 
and inspiration for the creation of Chinese science fiction films. 

Finally, the impact and shaping of the Chinese sci-fi film industry ecology by the film and TV series 
adaptations of Liu Cixin’s novels cannot be ignored. The success of "Three-Body" has attracted more 
creators and investors to enter the Chinese science fiction film market, and at the same time promoted 
the improvement and development of the industrial chain. In addition, the adaptation of "The 
Three-Body Problem" also triggered discussions and reflections on the aesthetics and cultural identity 
of Chinese science fiction films, which is of great significance to the development and maturity of 
China's science fiction film industry. 

To sum up, the film and TV adaptations of Liu Cixin's novels have had an important impact and 
promotion on China's science fiction film industry. In the future, we should continue to pay attention to 
and support the development of Chinese science fiction films, encourage more creators and production 
teams to participate in it, create more excellent works, and make greater contributions to the prosperity 
and development of China's science fiction film industry. 
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