Frontiers in Educational Research
ISSN 2522-6398 Vol. 6, Issue 28: 49-55, DOI: 10.25236/FER.2023.062806

Research on the Influence of Family Education Model
on Children's Health Development

Yan Liu”

Philippine Christian University, Manila, Philippines
*Corresponding author

Abstract: The aim of this study is to explore the impact of family education models on children's
healthy development, and to deeply analyze the specific mechanisms of different family education
models on children's physical and mental health. By defining and categorizing the concept of family
education models, we aim to comprehensively understand the characteristics of different education
models and their practical applications. This paper focuses on the impact of family education models
on children's physical health development, including dietary habits, exercise habits, disease prevention
awareness, and other aspects; meanwhile, explores the impact of family education models on children's
mental health and social development. This study attempts to reveal the advantages and disadvantages
of different family education models in children's healthy development through analysis, and proposes
corresponding optimization strategies to provide scientific guidance and suggestions for family
education.
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1. Introduction

Family education has always been regarded as one of the important factors in the healthy
development of children. In the small social unit of the family, parents and other family members act as
children's first teachers, and their words and deeds have a profound impact on children's physical and
mental health. With the change of society and the diversification of family structure, different modes of
family education may have different effects on children's development [1]. Therefore, an in-depth study
of the influence of family education mode on children's healthy development is helpful to fully
understand the role of family in children's healthy growth and provide theoretical and practical
guidance for promoting children's comprehensive development.

First of all, the impact of family education mode on children's physical health has attracted much
attention. Different family education patterns may shape children's different eating habits, exercise
habits and lifestyles. For example, some families may be more inclined to focus on the child's balanced
diet and the development of healthy habits, while others may not pay enough attention to this area.
Therefore, studying the influence of different family education modes on children's diet, exercise and
living habits will help us better understand the shaping effect of family education on children's physical
health.

Secondly, family education mode is also of great significance to the cultivation of children's mental
health and social ability. Family is the earliest social environment that children come into contact with,
and the family education model will have a profound impact on children's emotional expression,
self-confidence development and interpersonal skills. For example, some families may be more focused
on encouraging independent thinking and self-expression, while others may be more inclined to
overprotect their children or impose harsh discipline styles. Therefore, the study of the influence of
different family education modes on children's mental health and social ability is helpful for us to better
understand the shaping effect of family education on children's all-round development.

In view of the above background and practical needs, this study aims to explore the influence
mechanism of different family education modes on children's healthy development, provide scientific
basis for the formulation and implementation of relevant policies, and help society to build a healthy
and harmonious environment for children's growth. Through in-depth research on the function and
effect of family education model, it will provide scientific basis for the formulation and implementation
of relevant policies, and help the society to build a healthy and harmonious environment for children's

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK
-49-



Frontiers in Educational Research

ISSN 2522-6398 Vol. 6, Issue 28: 49-55, DOI: 10.25236/FER.2023.062806

growth.

2. Overview of family education model
2.1 Definition and classification of family education model

Family education model refers to the way and method of parents or other family members to
educate and cultivate their children in the family environment. It includes the concept of education, the
goal of education, the method of education and the way of interaction between family members and so
on. The model of family education can be classified according to the degree of parental control over
children and the characteristics of family atmosphere. Common family education models include
democratic, authoritative and dismissive.

In the family education model, democratic family education emphasizes equality and respect among
family members. Good communication channels have been established between parents and children,
and they are involved in the decision-making process together, valuing the opinions and needs of
children. This model of family education emphasizes children's independent development and
personality cultivation. Parents respect their children's choices and encourage them to think
independently, express their opinions, and participate in family affairs. Democratic family education
helps to cultivate children's self-confidence and creativity, so that they learn to think and solve
problems on their own. Authoritative parenting emphasizes parental guidance and discipline. In this
mode of education, parents play a clear leadership role, setting the rules of the house, and giving clear
requirements and guidance to children's behavior and learning. Although parents are demanding, they
also offer their children love and support, and provide appropriate rewards and encouragement.
Authoritative parenting helps children develop a sense of discipline and responsibility, and teaches
them to follow rules and work with purpose.

In contrast, laissez-faire family education takes a more laissez-faire approach. Parents in children's
life and study less interference, give them more independent space and choice. This model of education
has relatively low requirements for children, and parents pay more attention to the development of
children's self-management ability and autonomy. Relaxed family education helps to cultivate
children's independent thinking and problem-solving abilities, so that they can learn self-control and
self-regulation.

2.2 Characteristics and application of different family education model

Democratic family education emphasizes equality and respect among family members, advocates
family democratic decision-making, and encourages children's independent development. This
educational model is suitable for cultivating children's independence and creativity, helping them learn
to think and solve problems on their own. In this model of family education, parents and children have
established good communication channels, participate in the decision-making process, and value the
opinions and needs of children.

Authoritative family education focuses on the authority and standardization of parents, giving clear
guidance and norms to children's behavior and learning. This kind of education is suitable for
cultivating children's sense of discipline and responsibility, so that they learn to follow rules and work
hard with goals. In authoritative parenting, the parent sets the rules of the house and is strict with the
child, but also provides love and support, appropriate rewards and encouragement.

Laissed-style family education gives children more freedom and space, less interference, and is
suitable for cultivating children's self-management ability and autonomy. This model of education has
relatively low requirements for children, and parents pay more attention to the development of
children's self-management ability and autonomy. In laissez-fait family education, parents respect their
children's choices and encourage them to think independently, express their opinions, and participate in
family affairs.

It should be noted that different family education models do not exist completely independently,
and parents may combine multiple modes of education in actual education. In addition, the model of
family education is also influenced by culture, social environment and family background. Therefore,
when choosing a family education model, parents should flexibly use appropriate education methods
according to their own circumstances and the needs of their children to promote the comprehensive and
healthy growth of their children.
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2.3 Analysis of the mechanism of family education model in children's healthy development

The mechanism of family education model on children's healthy development is a complicated
process, involving many factors. It affects children's behavior habits, mental health and social
interaction ability.

First of all, the family education mode affects the development of children's behavioral habits, such
as eating habits, exercise habits, etc., which directly affects their physical health. Parents' advocacy and
demonstration of healthy eating in the family environment often affect children's dietary choices and
habit formation. For example, if parents focus on balanced nutrition and provide a variety of healthy
foods, children are also more likely to develop good eating habits, thus reducing the risk of chronic
diseases such as obesity and cardiovascular disease [2]. Similarly, the family's attitude and behavior
towards sports will also have an impact on children's exercise habits. If families value physical activity
and are actively involved, children are also more likely to develop active exercise habits that help them
maintain a healthy weight and improve cardiorespiratory function. Therefore, the family education
model for children's diet and exercise habits guidance, on their physical health has a profound impact.

Secondly, different family education modes have a profound impact on children's mental health and
social ability. For example, democratic family education is more conducive to the cultivation of
children's self-cognition and emotional expression ability, while authoritative family education is more
conducive to the cultivation of children's sense of discipline and responsibility. In democratic family
education, parents tend to respect children's individual differences and encourage them to express their
views and emotions. This open family environment helps children establish positive self-cognition,
enhance emotional expression ability, and cultivate autonomy and independent thinking ability, thus
having a positive impact on mental health. On the contrary, authoritative family education focuses on
the cultivation of discipline and responsibility. Parents play a clear role of authority in the family and
emphasize the child's obedience and self-discipline, which helps to cultivate the child's discipline,
responsibility and cooperation ability, and also promotes the cultivation of social skills. Therefore, the
family education model has a significant and lasting impact on children's mental health and social skills,
shaping their personality traits and behavior.

Finally, the family education model also has an impact on the overall development of children
through the family atmosphere and family relations, such as whether the family is harmonious or not,
the way of communication between family members, etc., will have an important impact on the healthy
development of children. A harmonious family atmosphere can provide children with the security and
stability they need to grow up, helping them to build positive emotional attitudes and good mental
health. When there is mutual respect, understanding and support among family members, it is easier for
children to build good interpersonal relationships and social skills, thus cultivating strong social skills.
In addition, the way families communicate also has an important impact on children's development.
Open, positive family communication encourages children to express their thoughts and emotions, and
helps them learn to listen and understand others, develop good communication skills and
problem-solving skills. Conversely, a lack of effective communication or an environment of strained
family relationships can lead to introversion, low self-esteem, and even behavioral problems. Therefore,
the family education model not only affects the individual development of children, but also has an
important impact on the overall development of children through the family atmosphere and family
relations.

3. The influence of family education model on children's healthy development
3.1 Influence of family education model on children's health development

Family education pattern has an important influence on children's eating and exercise habits. In
strict family education, parents often have clear control and regulation of children's diet and exercise,
emphasizing the importance of healthy diet and moderate exercise [3]. This model of education helps
children develop good eating habits, such as eating a balanced diet, limiting sugar and junk food intake,
and developing regular exercise habits. In contrast, democratic family education focuses more on
fostering autonomy and responsibility, and parents encourage children to participate in diet and
exercise decisions and provide healthy choices. This model of education helps children learn to manage
themselves and make healthy choices. However, in the laissez-faire family education, parents often
indulge their children's diet and exercise habits, lacking constraints and guidance. This can lead
children to develop unhealthy eating habits, such as overeating or over-reliance on foods high in sugar
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and fat, as well as a lack of moderate exercise. To sum up, the family education model has a direct and
profound impact on children's eating and exercise habits.

There is a close relationship between family education model and children's disease prevention
consciousness. In strict family education, parents usually attach great importance to children's health
and safety, and they will educate their children about disease prevention knowledge and measures, such
as proper hand washing and avoiding contact with infectious sources. This model of education helps to
develop children's awareness of personal hygiene and disease prevention, so that they can take
proactive measures to protect their health. On the contrary, in the relaxed family education, parents
often lack attention and guidance for the prevention of children's diseases, which may lead to children
ignoring the importance of personal hygiene and disease prevention. Democratic family education
encourages children to participate in decision-making and teaches children correct hygiene and
prevention knowledge through effective communication. Therefore, family education model plays an
important role in cultivating children's awareness of disease prevention.

The model of family education has a profound influence on children's life and health habits. In strict
family education, parents usually emphasize the children's lifestyle habits, such as keeping clean,
taking regular baths, brushing teeth, etc. They will set clear rules and requirements, and urge children
to develop good hygiene habits. This model of education helps children develop good living habits,
maintain personal hygiene and prevent diseases. On the contrary, in the relaxed family education,
parents may be more indifferent to the children's life and health habits, lack of guidance and
requirements. This may lead to children forming bad habits, such as not taking a bath frequently, not
brushing their teeth, and so on, increasing the risk of disease. Democratic family education focuses on
encouraging children to participate in decision-making and teaching them correct habits of health
through active communication. Therefore, the family education model plays an important role in
shaping children's health habits.

3.2 Influence of family education model on children's mental health development

The model of family education has an important influence on children's emotional expression and
processing ability. In strict family education, parents usually restrict and constrain children's emotional
expression, emphasizing discipline and order. This model of education can cause children to feel
depressed or confused in terms of emotional expression, and it is difficult to effectively express their
emotional needs. In contrast, democratic family education focuses on encouraging children to express
their emotions and listening to their opinions and feelings. This model of education helps to cultivate
children's good emotional expression and processing ability, so that they can better understand and
express their emotions, and establish good emotional relationships with others. In laissed-style family
education, parents may be more indifferent to children's emotional expression, lack of guidance and
attention. This may lead to children's lack of norms and guidance in emotional expression, and are
prone to problems of emotional loss of control or poor emotional regulation. Therefore, the model of
family education has a direct and profound impact on children's emotional expression and processing
ability.

Family education model has an important impact on the formation of children's self-esteem and
self-confidence. In strict family education, parents usually give priority to harshness and criticism,
blaming their children for their faults and mistakes. This model of education may cause children to
have doubts and negative evaluations of their own abilities and sense of worth, reducing the formation
of self-esteem and self-confidence. In contrast, democratic family education focuses on encouraging
children to develop their personal potential, and gives positive affirmation and support. This model of
education helps to develop positive self-evaluation and self-confidence in children, making them
believe that they are capable of coping with various challenges. In a casual family education, parents
may lack attention to their children's achievements and efforts, and lack proper incentives and
recognition. This can make children feel like they are not doing anything, lowering their self-esteem
and self-confidence. Therefore, the family education model has an important impact on the formation
of children's self-esteem and self-confidence.

Different family education models have different effects on children's psychological problems.
Strict family education emphasizes discipline and rules, and can sometimes be too harsh and
demanding. This type of education can lead to anxiety, depression and other psychological problems in
children. In terms of intervention, parents can relieve their children's stress through more care and
support, encourage them to express their emotions positively and enhance their self-confidence.
Democratic family education focuses on encouraging children's personal development and expression
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of opinions, which helps to cultivate children's positive attitude and adaptability. When it comes to
intervention, parents can have an open and frank dialogue with their children, listen to them and
provide the necessary support and guidance. In lax family education, parents may lack attention and
guidance to children's needs and problems, which can easily lead to psychological problems such as
low self-esteem and frustration. In terms of intervention, parents can strengthen communication and
exchange with their children, pay attention to their emotional needs, and seek professional help or
counseling. To sum up, different family education models have different intervention effects on
children's psychological problems, and individualized intervention and support should be carried out
according to specific circumstances.

3.3 Influence of family education model on children's social health development

The model of family education has a profound influence on the cultivation of children's social skills.
In strict parenting, parents often emphasize discipline and rules, which may limit children's
opportunities to socialize with the outside world, causing them to appear inhibited and less confident in
interpersonal interactions. In contrast, democratic family education focuses on encouraging children to
express their own opinions and cultivating their ability to actively communicate with others, thus
promoting the formation of good social skills. On the other hand, in the relaxed family education, the
parents may let the children too much, resulting in the development of their social skills is loose and
lack of guidance. Therefore, the family education model has an important impact on the cultivation of
children's social skills.

With the popularization of the Internet, family education model also has an important impact on
children's awareness of network safety. In strict family education, parents may limit the time and scope
of children's use of the Internet, but they may not pay enough attention to the cultivation of network
security awareness, which may lead to children's lack of self-protection awareness. On the contrary,
democratic family education focuses on communication and guidance with children to help them
establish a correct concept of network security and learn to identify and avoid network risks. In the
relaxed family education, parents may be less likely to interfere with children's Internet activities,
resulting in more security risks for children in Internet use. Therefore, the family education model is
very important for the cultivation of children's awareness of network security.

4. Optimization strategy of family education model
4.1 Family education model guidelines and policy support

In order to optimize the model of family education, the government can formulate relevant
guidelines and policies to support the development of family education.

First of all, the government can carry out publicity and education activities through various
channels to popularize the knowledge of active and healthy family education model to parents, so as to
raise their awareness and awareness of family education. By holding family education lectures,
seminars and other forms, professional education experts can be invited to explain the importance,
methods and skills of family education to parents, so that parents can fully understand the positive and
healthy family education model theoretically, and stimulate their enthusiasm for participating in family
education. At the same time, new media platforms, such as the Internet and social media, can also be
used to publish professional knowledge and case analysis on family education, provide parental
education guidance and suggestions, so that more parents can have access to such information and
enhance their cognition and understanding of family education. In addition, family education
promotion boards or display areas can also be set up in schools, communities and other places to
display relevant materials, pictures and videos, so that parents can inadvertently come into contact with
family education knowledge in daily life, enhancing their cognition and awareness. Through these
publicity and education activities, the government can effectively raise parents' awareness and
awareness of the active and healthy family education mode, and promote the positive development of
family education.

Secondly, the government can set up relevant institutions or departments to study and evaluate the
effect of family education, and provide professional consultation and guidance services to help parents
choose the education method suitable for their children. These institutions can bring together
multi-field professionals such as education experts, psychologists and social workers to study the latest
theories and practices of family education and explore effective educational methods and strategies.
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Finally, the government can also encourage parents to actively participate in family education
through incentive mechanisms or preferential policies, such as providing family education subsidies or
tax exemptions and other measures to reduce the economic pressure of family education. These
incentives and preferential policies can effectively motivate parents to invest more time and energy in
their children's education and promote the positive development of family education. The government
can set up a family education fund subsidy program to provide a certain amount of financial support to
needy families for the purchase of educational resources, participation in educational training, or to
carry out educational activities. Such a subsidy program can help those families with poor economic
conditions to provide better educational resources, relieve their financial pressure on family education,
so that children can get better education. At the same time, the government can also implement the
family education tax reduction policy, giving certain tax incentives to families participating in family
education. Such a policy can reduce the financial burden of parents to a certain extent, encourage them
to participate more in their children's education, and provide their children with richer educational
resources and a better growth environment. In addition, the government can also consider other forms
of incentive measures, such as recognizing outstanding family education cases, setting up family
education scholarships, etc., to encourage parents' active performance in family education and set an
example for more families. Through these incentive mechanisms and preferential policies, the
government can effectively encourage parents to actively participate in family education, promote the
healthy development of family education, and provide children with a better growth environment and
more comprehensive educational support.

4.2 Construction of family educator training and support system

In order to improve the ability and level of home educators, it is necessary to establish a perfect
training and support system. The government can organize relevant training institutions or teams to
provide systematic training courses for parents, including family education theory, educational skills,
communication and guidance, etc., to help them better understand and cope with various problems and
challenges in their children's growth.

The Government can cooperate with or subsidize professional family education institutions to
organize regular training courses. These training courses can cover a wide range of topics, from infant
care to adolescent psychological development, from academic guidance to family communication skills,
covering all aspects of family education. Training courses can be delivered offline, online learning
platforms or distance training to accommodate different parents' needs and schedules. The government
can encourage schools and communities to organize family education training activities in the form of
parent schools or parent clubs. Parents schools can invite experts, scholars, educators, etc., to conduct
lectures, seminars or workshops, so that parents have the opportunity to understand the latest theory
and practical experience of family education. The parent club can provide an interactive platform
where parents can share each other's experiences and puzzles, support and inspire each other. In
addition, the government can also carry out exchanges and cooperation activities among home
educators to establish a mutual help network among parents. The government can set up a home
educator association or a home education volunteer team to provide more support and resources for
parents. Through these activities and organizations, parents can learn from each other, learn from
successful cases, and jointly improve the quality and effect of family education. The government can
set up a family education hotline or website to provide parents with online counseling and guidance
services. Parents can talk to a professional homeschooling counselor about their problems and
confusion in homeschooling by phone, web chat or email. The government can hire a team of
professional family education consultants to provide parents with personalized consultation and advice
to help them solve practical problems.

Through the above measures, the government can effectively improve the ability and level of family
educators and provide parents with all-round training and support. This will help parents better cope
with the various challenges in their children's growth, provide a good family education environment,
and promote the comprehensive development and happy growth of children.

4.3 Family education model and school and community cooperation strategy

In order to promote the effective cooperation between family education, schools and communities,
the government can take a series of measures to establish a close contact mechanism.

First, the government can encourage frequent communication and interaction between schools and
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parents. Schools can organize regular parent meetings to invite parents to meet face-to-face with
teachers to learn about their children's learning, performance and problems in school. Such a
communication platform allows parents to better understand their children's learning needs and growth
progress, but also allows teachers to understand parents' expectations and concerns, and discuss how to
better support their children's learning and development.

Secondly, the government can encourage schools to carry out parent-child activities. The school can
organize all kinds of parent-child activities, such as parent-child sports meetings, parent-child visits,
parent-child games, etc., so that parents and children can participate together and enjoy parent-child
time. Such activities can not only enhance the emotional connection between families, but also promote
the interaction between parents and the school, so that parents feel that the school supports and attaches
importance to family education.

In addition, the government can support community activities and projects related to family
education. The community can organize family education lectures, workshops or training courses on a
regular basis, and invite professional family education experts to provide parents with guidance on
educational theory and practical experience. The community can also organize parent-child reading
activities, parent-child parks, etc., so that parents have the opportunity to communicate and share
experiences with other home-schoolers. Through these activities, parents can learn from each other,
learn from successful cases, and jointly improve the quality and effect of family education.

5. Conclusion

According to the summary, the government can promote the effective cooperation between family
education, schools and communities to form a good situation of family, school and community
education. This will help improve the quality of education and promote the all-round development and
happy growth of children.
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